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A refreshingly clearheaded and taboo-breaking look at race relations reveals that American culture is neither
Black nor White nor Other, but a mix-a mongrel.

Black Like You is an erudite and entertaining exploration of race relations in American popular culture.
Particularly compelling is Strausbaugh's eagerness to tackle blackface-a strange, often scandalous, and now
taboo entertainment. Although blackface performance came to be denounced as purely racist mockery, and
shamefacedly erased from most modern accounts of American cultural history, Black Like You shows that
the impact of blackface on American culture was deep and long-lasting. Its influence can be seen in rock and
hiphop; in vaudeville, Broadway, and gay drag performances; in Mark Twain and "gangsta lit"; in the
earliest filmstrips and the 2004 movie White Chicks; on radio and television; in advertising and product
marketing; and even in the way Americans speak.

Strausbaugh enlivens themes that are rarely discussed in public, let alone with such candor and vision:

- American culture neither conforms to knee-jerk racism nor to knee-jerk political correctness. It is neither
Black nor White nor Other, but a mix-a mongrel.
- No history is best forgotten, however uncomfortable it may be to remember. The power of blackface to
engender mortification and rage in Americans to this day is reason enough to examine what it tells us about
our culture and ourselves. - Blackface is still alive. Its impact and descendants-including Black performers in
"whiteface"-can be seen all around us today.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Schweiger:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Studying a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Black Like You:
Blackface, Whiteface, Insult & Imitation in American Popular Culture book because book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you know.

Leslie Padilla:

The actual book Black Like You: Blackface, Whiteface, Insult & Imitation in American Popular Culture will
bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique.
In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Black Like You:
Blackface, Whiteface, Insult & Imitation in American Popular Culture is much recommended to you you just
read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Gloria Pruitt:

This Black Like You: Blackface, Whiteface, Insult & Imitation in American Popular Culture is great reserve
for you because the content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and still
have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or
we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information
in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having Black Like You: Blackface, Whiteface, Insult & Imitation in
American Popular Culture in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right
but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt
this?

Richard Barbosa:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Black Like You: Blackface,
Whiteface, Insult & Imitation in American Popular Culture to make your current reading is interesting. Your
own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very
simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is
to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that the publication Black Like You:
Blackface, Whiteface, Insult & Imitation in American Popular Culture can to be your new friend when you're



experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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