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Film is considered by some to be the most dominant art form of the twentieth century. It is many things, but
it has become above all a means of telling stories through images and sounds. The stories are often offered to
us as quite false, frankly and beautifully fantastic, and they are sometimes insistently said to be true. But they
are stories in both cases, and there are very few films, even in avant-garde art, that don't imply or quietly slip
into narrative.
This story element is important, and is closely connected with the simplest fact about moving pictures: they
do move.

Even the older meanings of the word 'film' - a membrane, a covering, a veil, an emanation - now seem to
have something to do with moving pictures. Many people believe films are an instrument of illusion, an
emphatic way of seeing what is not there; and this capacity has been both celebrated and condemned. 'Like a
movie' mostly means like some sort of fairy-tale. But what about the reverse proposition: that more than any
other invention film brings us close to the world as it actually is?
'Photography is truth', a character says in a film by Jean-Luc Godard. 'And cinema is the truth twenty-four
times per second'. The same claim is made every day, albeit less epigrammatically, by newsreels and
surveillance cameras.

In this Very Short Introduction Michael Wood provides a brief history and examination of the nature of the
medium of film, considering its role and impact on society as well as its future in the digital age.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Cervantes:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Film: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Amanda Grant:

This Film: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) usually are reliable for you who want to be
a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Film: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed you with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this Film: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) forcing
you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Roger Patrick:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Film: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Anna Bailey:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to
be read. Film: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be your answer mainly because it
can be read by you who have those short free time problems.
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