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Much acclaimed upon its initial publication in 1992, this book was the first extensive survey of African
American gardening traditions in the rural South. For this reprinting, author Richard Westmacott has written
a new preface in which he describes the traveling exhibit based on the book and compares his original
research with his recent observations of   gardening practices in the Cayman Islands.

The book remains a valuable and richly illustrated resource for those interested in African American material
culture and the history of vernacular gardens. It includes measured drawings and physical inventories of
African American gardens in three geographic areas: the low country of South Carolina, the southern
piedmont of Georgia, and the black belt of Alabama. The descriptions are enhanced by the author's personal
interviews with the gardeners, in which he documents the aesthetic qualities, designs, and purposes of their
yards and gardens.

Westmacott traces the evolution of African American yards and gardens and over the last two hundred years
and discusses the possible African origins of certain traditions, such as the swept yard. He also notes
similarities in attitude between rural southern blacks and whites regarding the importance of the agrarian
lifestyle, self-reliance, and private ownership. Despite such similarities, he shows, the patterns and practices
in which those beliefs are manifested among African Americans are uniquely their own.

The Author:  Richard Westmacott is a professor of environmental design at the University of Georgia and
lives in rural Georgia.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Amundson:

The book African-American Gardens: Yards In Rural South will bring you to the new experience of reading
a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this
book very acceptable to you. The book African-American Gardens: Yards In Rural South is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily
to read the book.

Traci Farris:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books
in the top list in your reading list is usually African-American Gardens: Yards In Rural South. This book that
is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.

Matthew Simons:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. By book African-American Gardens: Yards In Rural South we can have more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book
African-American Gardens: Yards In Rural South. You can more desirable than now.

Ron Matthies:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news.
Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the African-American Gardens: Yards In Rural South when you essential it?
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