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When Jane Rule’s first novel, Desert of the Heart, was published in 1964, it was an auspicious beginning for
a writer who would build a reputation on her unflinching views about sexuality, relationships and the painful
constrictions of societal convention. Even more astonishing is the way in which the novel has retained its
cool quiet beauty and power of expression decades later.

Evelyn Hall is a literature professor who travels to the divorce capital of mid-century America, Reno,
Nevada, in the summer of 1958 to put an end to her disastrous sixteen-year marriage. She is divorcing her
husband for his own good and on the advice of his psychiatrist because, this being the 1950s, the doctor
believes that Evelyn’s career success is causing her husband’s feelings of inferiority and depression. At the
boarding house where she stays to fulfill the six-week residency required for a quickie divorce, Evelyn meets
Ann Childs.

Ann is most alluring in her representation of freedom to Evelyn, from her artistic prowess to her
unconventional liaisons amid the smoky nocturnal backdrop of casino life. And once these women have
found the promise of a significant relationship, Rule’s open-ended question is whether or not they can
survive the toxic atmosphere, not simply of an unruly gambling town, but of the past sorrows and hardships
each of the characters is attempting to put behind them.

The title derives from W.H. Auden’s elegy for Yeats—“In the desert of the heart / Let the healing fountain
start.”
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Walters:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Desert of the Heart book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect
word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving Desert of the Heart
content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Desert of the Heart is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Robert Spann:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the book untitled Desert of the Heart can be very good book to read. May be it could
be best activity to you.

Patrick Reyes:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Desert of the Heart can be
the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

William Hill:

You can obtain this Desert of the Heart by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might
to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only
simply by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to
now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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