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After its rediscovery in 1417, Lucretius’s Epicurean didactic poem De Rerum Natura threatened to supply
radicals and atheists with the one weapon unbelief had lacked in the Middle Ages: good answers. Scholars
could now challenge Christian patterns of thought by employing the theory of atomistic physics, a
sophisticated system that explained natural phenomena without appeal to divine participation, and argued
powerfully against the immortality of the soul, the afterlife, and a creator God.

Ada Palmer explores how Renaissance readers, such as Machiavelli, Pomponio Leto, and Montaigne,
actually ingested and disseminated Lucretius, and the ways in which this process of reading transformed
modern thought. She uncovers humanist methods for reconciling Christian and pagan philosophy, and shows
how ideas of emergent order and natural selection, so critical to our current thinking, became embedded in
Europe’s intellectual landscape before the seventeenth century. This heterodoxy circulated in the premodern
world, not on the conspicuous stage of heresy trials and public debates, but in the classrooms, libraries,
studies, and bookshops where quiet scholars met the ideas that would soon transform the world. Renaissance
readers?poets and philologists rather than scientists?were moved by their love of classical literature to rescue
Lucretius and his atomism, thereby injecting his theories back into scientific discourse.

Palmer employs a new quantitative method for analyzing marginalia in manuscripts and printed books,
exposing how changes in scholarly reading practices over the course of the sixteenth century gradually
expanded Europe’s receptivity to radical science, setting the stage for the scientific revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Hall:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Reading Lucretius in the Renaissance (I Tatti Studies in Italian
Renaissance History).

Gail Kernan:

This Reading Lucretius in the Renaissance (I Tatti Studies in Italian Renaissance History) book is not really
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. This Reading Lucretius in the Renaissance (I Tatti Studies in Italian
Renaissance History) without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't always be worry Reading Lucretius in the Renaissance (I Tatti Studies in Italian
Renaissance History) can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be
full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Reading Lucretius in the
Renaissance (I Tatti Studies in Italian Renaissance History) having fine arrangement in word and layout, so
you will not feel uninterested in reading.

James Cooper:

The event that you get from Reading Lucretius in the Renaissance (I Tatti Studies in Italian Renaissance
History) is the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Reading Lucretius in the
Renaissance (I Tatti Studies in Italian Renaissance History) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this particular Reading Lucretius in the Renaissance (I Tatti Studies in Italian
Renaissance History) instantly.

Nicole Williams:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to



right now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Reading Lucretius in the Renaissance (I Tatti Studies in Italian
Renaissance History) can make you experience more interested to read.
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