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Using the true story of a murdered child as a point of departure, a leading expert on family violence argues
that society’s first priority must be protecting children rather than preserving families.Richard Gelles was
once one of the most widely published and vocal defenders of family preservation: the social policy of
keeping troubles families together as a primary goal. He then ran into the true and tragic case of David
Edwards, an infant who was murdered by his mother after falling through the chasms in the child welfare
system.David’s story convinced Gelles that the system must change. Nearly half the children who are killed
by their parents each year are killed after they have come to the attention of child welfare agencies. These
children must be protected by getting them out of harm’s way. That means a radically new child welfare
system must be developed. The first priority must be to protect children rather than preserve families. This
hard-hitting book critically examines family preservation programs and argues that they do not work. Gelles
goes beyond mere criticism of the child welfare system to suggest specific ways the system should be
changed, such as eliminating mandatory reporting of abuse, giving better training to caseworkers, and
separating the investigation of abuse from case management.
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From reader reviews:

Pearl McLean:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can help
people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Book of David: How Preserving Families
Can Cost Children's Lives book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Darius Cramer:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the The Book of David: How
Preserving Families Can Cost Children's Lives is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Elton Williams:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That The Book of David: How Preserving Families Can Cost
Children's Lives can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book you have thing
that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have
The Book of David: How Preserving Families Can Cost Children's Lives.

Mark York:

You will get this The Book of David: How Preserving Families Can Cost Children's Lives by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties
for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.
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