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In 1690, a dramatic account of piracy was published in Mexico City. The Misfortunes of Alonso Ramírez
described the incredible adventures of a poor Spanish American carpenter who was taken captive by British
pirates near the Philippines and forced to work for them for two years. After circumnavigating the world, he
was freed and managed to return to Mexico, where the Spanish viceroy commissioned the well-known
Mexican scholar Carlos de Sigüenza y Góngora to write down Ramírez's account as part of an imperial
propaganda campaign against pirates.The Misfortunes of Alonso Ramírez has long been regarded as a work
of fiction—in fact, as Latin America's first novel—but Fabio López Lázaro makes a convincing case that the
book is a historical account of real events, albeit full of distortions and lies. Using contemporary published
accounts, as well as newly discovered documents from Spanish, English, French, Portuguese, and Dutch
archives, he proves that Ramírez voyaged with one of the most famous pirates of all time, William Dampier.
López Lázaro's critical translation of The Misfortunes provides the only extensive Spanish eyewitness
account of pirates during the period in world history (1650-1750) when they became key agents of the
European powers jockeying for international political and economic dominance. An extensive introduction
places The Misfortunes within the worldwide struggle that Spain, England, and Holland waged against the
ambitious Louis XIV of France, which some historians consider to be the first world war.
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From reader reviews:

James Sanchez:

This The Misfortunes of Alonso Ramírez: The True Adventures of a Spanish American with 17th-Century
Pirates (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and Latino Art and Culture) book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting
deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Misfortunes of Alonso Ramírez: The
True Adventures of a Spanish American with 17th-Century Pirates (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in
Latin American and Latino Art and Culture) without we know teach the one who studying it become critical
in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Misfortunes of Alonso Ramírez: The True
Adventures of a Spanish American with 17th-Century Pirates (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in
Latin American and Latino Art and Culture) can bring when you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The
Misfortunes of Alonso Ramírez: The True Adventures of a Spanish American with 17th-Century Pirates (Joe
R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and Latino Art and Culture) having good arrangement
in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Rigoberto Stansell:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The The Misfortunes of Alonso Ramírez: The
True Adventures of a Spanish American with 17th-Century Pirates (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in
Latin American and Latino Art and Culture) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Mary Ruch:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking The Misfortunes of Alonso Ramírez:
The True Adventures of a Spanish American with 17th-Century Pirates (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long
Series in Latin American and Latino Art and Culture) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all
you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick The Misfortunes of Alonso Ramírez: The
True Adventures of a Spanish American with 17th-Century Pirates (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in
Latin American and Latino Art and Culture) become your starter.



Dwight Hancock:

This The Misfortunes of Alonso Ramírez: The True Adventures of a Spanish American with 17th-Century
Pirates (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and Latino Art and Culture) is great guide
for you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have
to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we
can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having The Misfortunes of Alonso Ramírez: The True Adventures of a Spanish American with
17th-Century Pirates (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and Latino Art and Culture)
in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this can be
good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?
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