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Beekeeping is a sixteen-billion-dollar-a-year business. But the invaluable honey bee now faces severe threats
from diseases, mites, pesticides, and overwork, not to mention the mysterious Colony Collapse Disorder,
which causes seemingly healthy bees to abandon their hives en masse, never to return.

In The Quest for the Perfect Hive, entomologist Gene Kritsky offers a concise, beautifully illustrated history
of beekeeping, tracing the evolution of hive design from ancient Egypt to the present. Not simply a
descriptive account, the book suggests that beekeeping's long history may in fact contain clues to help
beekeepers fight the decline in honey bee numbers. Kritsky guides us through the progression from early
mud-based horizontal hives to the ascent of the simple straw skep (the inverted basket which has been in use
for over 1,500 years), from hive design's Golden Age in Victorian England up through the present. He
discusses what worked, what did not, and what we have forgotten about past hives that might help counter
the menace to beekeeping today. Indeed, while we have sequenced the honey bee genome and advanced our
knowledge of the insects themselves, we still keep our bees in hives that have changed little during the past
century. If beekeeping is to survive, Kritsky argues, we must start inventing again. We must find the perfect
hive for our times.

For thousands of years, the honey bee has been a vital part of human culture. The Quest for the Perfect Hive
not only offers a colorful account of this long history, but also provides a guide for ensuring its continuation
into the future.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Jaramillo:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Quest for the Perfect Hive:
A History of Innovation in Bee Culture. All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for
the internet methods or other social media.

Paul Gay:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question simply
because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on guardería until university need that The Quest for the Perfect Hive: A History of
Innovation in Bee Culture to read.

Luke Palmieri:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
all day long to reading a publication. The book The Quest for the Perfect Hive: A History of Innovation in
Bee Culture it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book.
You can m0ore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book features high quality.

Laura Bradberry:

You may get this The Quest for the Perfect Hive: A History of Innovation in Bee Culture by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your book. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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