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"That's some nappy-headed hos." With these now-infamous words, uttered in 2007 to describe the supposed
appearance of the Rutgers women's basketball team, the radio talk show host Don Imus became the
improbable focus of a heated national discussion on race, gender, and the power of language. Excoriated in
the media as racist and sexist, Imus quickly lost the corporate sponsorships that had made his show so
lucrative and, despite a public meeting with the Rutgers athletes and their coach to apologize for his
comments, was fired by CBS two weeks later. In Burying Don Imus, Michael Awkward provides the first
balanced, critical analysis of Imus's comments and the public outrage they provoked.

Written from the singular perspective of a black intellectual with both a long-standing commitment to
feminism and a deep familiarity with-and appreciation of-Imus in the Morning, this book contends that the
reaction to the insult ignored the nature of Imus's contributions to popular culture and political debate while
eliding the real and very complicated issues within contemporary racial politics. Awkward's probing account
analyzes the responses within the African-American community as reflective of deep-seated anxieties rooted
in the collective trauma resulting from centuries of slavery, Jim Crow, and racial violence. Placing the
controversy in multiple contexts, he addresses Imus's public persona and the satirical intent of his show, and
delves into such charged topics as the perception of women athletes in American culture, the tradition of
racist humor, the sexist language of hip-hop, and the politics of black hairstyles. Awkward also juxtaposes
the Imus incident with other recent controversies, including the rape accusations leveled against white
players on Duke University's lacrosse team in 2006, in order to demonstrate how sensational spectacles of
racism play out in the media again and again.

Highly personal, eclectic, and illuminating, Burying Don Imus examines American society's predilection for
self-congratulatory, ineffective hand-wringing over issues of race and racism and its inability to engage
productively with the historic oppression of African Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Jacob Smith:

The book Burying Don Imus: Anatomy of a Scapegoat can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book Burying Don Imus:
Anatomy of a Scapegoat? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that
you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Burying Don Imus: Anatomy
of a Scapegoat has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
seem the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Matthew Hansen:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Burying Don
Imus: Anatomy of a Scapegoat suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. The
particular book untitled Burying Don Imus: Anatomy of a Scapegoatis one of several books this everyone
read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will
enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore
all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Meredith Bailey:

The guide with title Burying Don Imus: Anatomy of a Scapegoat contains a lot of information that you can
learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of
the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Marcela Beach:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time
to be go through. Burying Don Imus: Anatomy of a Scapegoat can be your answer as it can be read by
anyone who have those short spare time problems.
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