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By far France's largest fine-wine region, Bordeaux is also arguably its greatest, and perhaps the greatest in
the world. Grands Vins is the most comprehensive survey of these wines ever published. Following an
introduction detailing the history, the geography, the grape varieties, and other regional wine-making
idiosyncrasies, Clive Coates—who is reputed to know more about the estates and their wines than the owners
themselves—profiles the leading châteaux and assesses their top red and white wines. He discusses the
respective qualities, taste characteristics and merits of just about every fine Bordeaux wine made in the last
thirty years and more, listing its state of maturity and optimum drinking periods in succinct and accessible
form.

Since the publication of Clive Coates's Claret in 1982, the Bordeaux region has seen many changes. There
has been a run of bumper, successful red-wine harvests unparalleled in recent times. Perfectionist control of
the viticultural process is now commonplace not just at the top of the hierarchy but right down to cru
bourgeois level, and the vineyards planted following the great February 1956 frost have reached full
maturity, producing a quality and consistency that Bordeaux has until now never enjoyed. Moreover, a
revival in the fortunes of Sauternes and a revolution in the techniques of dry-white wine making means that
the quality of these wines matches that of the reds. For the historian, too, there is far more documentation
available about the illustrious pasts of many Bordeaux châteaux than a decade ago; many estates have
initiated long-overdue research into their archives, and scarce nineteenth-century books have been reprinted
in facsimile.

Essential reading for anyone who has cellared or intends to buy Bordeaux wines, Grands Vins is a lucid
voyage through the histories of the leading estates, a convivial encounter with their personalities, a
fascinating lesson in contemporary wine-making techniques, and above all a celebration of preeminent
wines.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Leavitt:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Grands
Vins: The Finest Châteaux of Bordeaux and Their Wines? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Wilhelmina Kane:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read is definitely Grands Vins: The Finest Châteaux of Bordeaux and Their Wines.

Randy Garrison:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Grands Vins: The Finest Châteaux of Bordeaux and Their Wines
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Mary Hubbard:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Grands Vins: The Finest Châteaux of Bordeaux and Their
Wines can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Grands Vins: The Finest
Châteaux of Bordeaux and Their Wines.
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