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Why were women far more likely than men to be executed for witchcraft in the early modern period?
Questioning approaches that focus narrowly on the male role in witch-hunting in England and Scotland,
Deborah Willis examines the fact that women were also frequently the accusers.

Willis draws on the strengths of feminist, new historicist, and psychoanalytic criticism and on such primary
sources as legal documents, pamphlet literature, religious tracts, and stage plays. Both the witch and her
female accuser, Willis concludes, were engaged in a complex, intricate struggle for survival and
empowerment in a patriarchal culture, and they stood in uneasy relation to definitions of female identity that
rewarded nurturing behavior.

Malevolent Nurture disentangles popular images of the witch from those endorsed by male elites. Among
villagers, the witch was most typically imagined as a malevolent mother, while elites preferred to view her as
a betraying servant of Satan. Analyzing King James VI and I's involvement in the North Berwick witchcraft
trials, Willis shows how his elite atittudes were nevertheless influenced by his relationships with his brith
mother, Mary Queen of Scots, and another maternal figure, Queen Elizabeth I.

Willis also shows that Shakespeare, in Richard III, Macbeth, and Henry VI, and other middle-class
playwrights incorporated the beliefs of the ruling class and villagers alike in their representations of witches.
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From reader reviews:

John Cleveland:

The e-book untitled Malevolent Nurture: Witch-Hunting and Maternal Power in Early Modern England is
the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown
to you actually. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Malevolent Nurture: Witch-Hunting and
Maternal Power in Early Modern England from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Walter Harman:

The particular book Malevolent Nurture: Witch-Hunting and Maternal Power in Early Modern England has a
lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read
you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Grady Meraz:

Malevolent Nurture: Witch-Hunting and Maternal Power in Early Modern England can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing
Malevolent Nurture: Witch-Hunting and Maternal Power in Early Modern England but doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
among it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Judith Craig:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This Malevolent Nurture: Witch-Hunting and
Maternal Power in Early Modern England can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this
one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This
particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that
possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So , why
hesitate? We need to have Malevolent Nurture: Witch-Hunting and Maternal Power in Early Modern
England.
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