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The thirst for exotic ornament among fashionable women in the metropoles of Europe and America
prompted a bustling global trade in ostrich feathers that flourished from the 1880s until the First World War.
When feathers fell out of fashion with consumers, the result was an economic catastrophe for many, a
worldwide feather bust. In this remarkable book, Sarah Stein draws on rich archival materials to bring to
light the prominent and varied roles of Jews in the feather trade. She discovers that Jews fostered and
nurtured the trade across the global commodity chain and throughout the far-flung territories where ostriches
were reared and plucked, and their feathers were sorted, exported, imported, auctioned, wholesaled, and
finally manufactured for sale.

From Yiddish-speaking Russian-Lithuanian feather handlers in South Africa to London manufacturers and
wholesalers, from rival Sephardic families whose feathers were imported from the Sahara and traded across
the Mediterranean, from New York’s Lower East Side to entrepreneurial farms in the American West, Stein
explores the details of a remarkably vibrant yet ephemeral culture. This is a singular story of global
commerce, colonial economic practices, and the rise and fall of a glamorous luxury item.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Landers:

The book Plumes: Ostrich Feathers, Jews, and a Lost World of Global Commerce make you feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your
best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
examining a book Plumes: Ostrich Feathers, Jews, and a Lost World of Global Commerce being your habit,
you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a e-book Plumes: Ostrich Feathers, Jews, and a
Lost World of Global Commerce. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Ricky Hayes:

Here thing why that Plumes: Ostrich Feathers, Jews, and a Lost World of Global Commerce are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which
is the content is as delicious as food or not. Plumes: Ostrich Feathers, Jews, and a Lost World of Global
Commerce giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is
no e-book that similar with Plumes: Ostrich Feathers, Jews, and a Lost World of Global Commerce. It gives
you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Plumes:
Ostrich Feathers, Jews, and a Lost World of Global Commerce in e-book can be your substitute.

Derek Wire:

The guide with title Plumes: Ostrich Feathers, Jews, and a Lost World of Global Commerce contains a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with
new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Chris Barrentine:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
to you is Plumes: Ostrich Feathers, Jews, and a Lost World of Global Commerce this e-book consist a lot of
the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can the



world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.
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