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Challenging notions of race and sexuality presumed to have originated and flourished in the slave South,
Diane Miller Sommerville traces the evolution of white southerners' fears of black rape by examining actual
cases of black-on-white rape throughout the nineteenth century.

Sommerville demonstrates that despite draconian statutes, accused black rapists frequently avoided
execution or castration, largely due to intervention by members of the white community. This leniency belies
claims that antebellum white southerners were overcome with anxiety about black rape. In fact, Sommerville
argues, there was great fluidity across racial and sexual lines as well as a greater tolerance among whites for
intimacy between black males and white females. According to Sommerville, pervasive misogyny fused with
class prejudices to shape white responses to accusations of black rape even during the Civil War and
Reconstruction periods, a testament to the staying power of ideas about poor women's innate depravity.

Based predominantly on court records and supporting legal documentation, Sommerville's examination
forces a reassessment of long-held assumptions about the South and race relations as she remaps the social
and racial terrain on which southerners--black and white, rich and poor--related to one another over the long
nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Burnett:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South. Try to stumble
through book Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South as your friend. It means that it can to be your
friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book.
So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Jerry Sonnier:

This Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will
get. This specific Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South without we understand teach the one who
reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Rape and Race in the
Nineteenth-Century South can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-
Century South having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Ryan Maggard:

This Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South are reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Rape and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South can be one
of several great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a
person with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring
it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Rape
and Race in the Nineteenth-Century South forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it and luxuriate in reading.

Donald Rivera:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Rape and Race in the
Nineteenth-Century South which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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