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In the annals of Canadian folklore, few stories are as ripe with adventure and the spirit of the times as that of
the three young Cape Bretoners who, on a dare and a bet, set out from North Sydney, Nova Scotia to walk
across North America and back within a year.

It was winter 1906. And although all eventually failed the madcap adventure, one of the men, John Hugh
Gillis, did reach Vancouver, making him the very first to walk across Canada from coast to coast.

Using the diary of his father-in-law, who joined the adventure midway, George Hart tells the story of this
remarkable and long-forgotten odyssey. Complete with newspaper accounts and original photos of the towns
and cities along the way, Transcontinental Pedestrians offers snapshots of a new country in a new century.
As historian Jonathan Vance notes in his introduction, John A. Macdonald "would have approved of the
symbolism of walking from one side of the continent to the other along the iron rails."

Transcontinental Pedestrians is a compelling story of character, endurance, friendship, betrayal and tragedy.
It is also the story of a truly great athlete, the charismatic John Hugh Gillis, whose brilliant Olympic-bound
career was tragically cut short by tuberculosis. It is fitting that one hundred years after his walk across
Canada, the young man from Cape Breton, dubbed the "Western Giant" by the press, was inducted into the
British Columbia Sports Hall of Fame.

With an introduction by Dr. Jonathan Vance, a cultural and military historian at the University of Western
Ontario. He provides a description of the country in 1906 that effectively set the stage for the remainder of
the book. In a reference to Canada's first prime minister Vance noted: "Sir John A. Macdonald would have
approved the symbolism of walking from one side of the continent to the other along the iron rails he fought
so hard to build."
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From reader reviews:

James Boyd:

The book Transcontinental Pedestrians: The First Walk Across Canada From Sea to Sea (Canada's First
Cross-Country Walk) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book Transcontinental Pedestrians: The First Walk
Across Canada From Sea to Sea (Canada's First Cross-Country Walk)? A few of you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now,
try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book Transcontinental Pedestrians: The First Walk Across Canada From Sea to Sea
(Canada's First Cross-Country Walk) has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Ruben Hardy:

This book untitled Transcontinental Pedestrians: The First Walk Across Canada From Sea to Sea (Canada's
First Cross-Country Walk) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when
you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the
book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this book from your list.

Stephen Thrush:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this
Transcontinental Pedestrians: The First Walk Across Canada From Sea to Sea (Canada's First Cross-Country
Walk).

Margaret Babin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book.



Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Transcontinental
Pedestrians: The First Walk Across Canada From Sea to Sea (Canada's First Cross-Country Walk).
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