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A REMARKABLY GRIPPING ACCOUNT OF AMERICA’S BAY OF PIGS CRISIS, DRAWING ON
LONG-HIDDEN CIA DOCUMENTS AND DELIVERING, AS NEVER BEFORE, THE VIVID
TRUTH—AND CONSEQUENCES—OF FIVE PIVOTAL DAYS IN APRIL 1961

The U.S.-backed military invasion of Cuba in 1961 remains one of the most ill-fated blunders in American
history, with echoes of the event reverberating even today. Despite the Kennedy administration’s initial
public insistence that the United States had nothing to do with the invasion, it soon became clear that the
complex operation had been planned and approved by the best and brightest minds at the highest reaches of
Washington, including the Joint Chiefs of Staff and President John F. Kennedy himself.

The Cuban-born invaders were trained by CIA officers, supplied with American matériel, and shadowed by
the U.S. Navy. Landing by sea with fighter-plane support, they hoped to establish a military beachhead and
spark a counterrevolution against Fidel Castro’s regime. The gambit was a stupendous failure, resulting in
the death or imprisonment of more than a thousand men. In its wake, the United States appeared inept,
reckless, and corrupt.

Now, journalist Jim Rasenberger takes a closer look at this darkly fascinating incident in American history.
At the heart of the crisis stood President Kennedy, and Rasenberger traces what Kennedy knew, thought, and
said as events unfolded. He examines whether Kennedy was manipulated by the CIA into approving a plan
that would ultimately involve the American military. He also draws compelling portraits of the other figures
who played key roles in the drama: Castro, who shortly after achieving power visited New York City and
was cheered by thousands (just months before the United States began plotting his demise); Dwight
Eisenhower, who originally ordered the secret program, then later disavowed it; Allen Dulles, the CIA
director who may have told Kennedy about the plan before he was elected president (or so Richard Nixon
suspected); and Richard Bissell, the famously brilliant “deus ex machina” who ran the operation for the
CIA—and took the blame when it failed. Beyond the short-term fallout, Rasenberger demonstrates, the Bay
of Pigs gave rise to further and greater woes, including the Cuban Missile Crisis, the Vietnam War, and even,
possibly, the assassination of John Kennedy.

Written with elegant clarity and narrative verve, The Brilliant Disaster is the most complete account of this
event to date, providing not only a fast-paced chronicle of the disaster but an analysis of how it occurred—a
question as relevant today as then—and how it profoundly altered the course of modern American history.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Fan:

The book The Brilliant Disaster: JFK, Castro, and America's Doomed Invasion of Cuba's Bay of Pigs can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing
like a book The Brilliant Disaster: JFK, Castro, and America's Doomed Invasion of Cuba's Bay of Pigs?
Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many information
for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Brilliant Disaster: JFK,
Castro, and America's Doomed Invasion of Cuba's Bay of Pigs has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it
has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.

Millicent Doty:

This The Brilliant Disaster: JFK, Castro, and America's Doomed Invasion of Cuba's Bay of Pigs book is not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. That The Brilliant Disaster: JFK, Castro, and America's Doomed Invasion of
Cuba's Bay of Pigs without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't become worry The Brilliant Disaster: JFK, Castro, and America's Doomed Invasion of
Cuba's Bay of Pigs can bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Brilliant Disaster: JFK,
Castro, and America's Doomed Invasion of Cuba's Bay of Pigs having fine arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Charles Edwards:

This The Brilliant Disaster: JFK, Castro, and America's Doomed Invasion of Cuba's Bay of Pigs is great
reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with
world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great
plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have
whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information
with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Brilliant Disaster: JFK, Castro, and America's Doomed
Invasion of Cuba's Bay of Pigs in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this
reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt
this?



Tia Rosario:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. In this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
The Brilliant Disaster: JFK, Castro, and America's Doomed Invasion of Cuba's Bay of Pigs when you
required it?
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