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There is a traditional view that women were absent from the field of dramatic production in the early modern
period because of their exclusion from professional theatre. Women and Dramatic Production 1550-1700
challenges this view and breaks new ground in arguing that, far from writing in closeted retreat, a select
number of women took an active part in directing and controlling dramatic self-representations.

Examining texts from the mid-sixteenth century through to the end of the seventeenth, the chapters trace the
development of a women-centred aesthetic in a variety of dramatic forms. Plays by noblewomen such as
Mary Sidney, Elizabeth Cary, Mary Wroth, Rachel Fane and the women of the Cavendish family, form an
alternative dramatic tradition centred on the household. The powerful directorial and performative roles
played by queens in royal progresses and masques are explored as examples of women's dramatic production
in the royal court.

The book also highlights women's performances in alternative venues, such as the courtroom and the pulpit,
arguing that the practices of martyrs like Margaret Clitherow or visionaries like Anna Trapnel call into
question traditional definitions of theatre. The challenges faced by women who were admitted to the
professional theatre companies after 1660 are explored in two chapters which deal with the plays of
Katherine Philips, Elizabeth Polwhele, Aphra Behn, and Mary Pix, among others.

By considering the theatrical dimensions of a wide range of early modern women's writing, this book reveals
the breathtaking panorama of women's dramatic production and will be essential reading for students of
women's writing and renaissance drama.
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From reader reviews:

Carson McDonald:

This Women and Dramatic Production 1550 - 1700 (Longman Medieval and Renaissance Library) book is
simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by
reading this book is definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which
is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Women and Dramatic
Production 1550 - 1700 (Longman Medieval and Renaissance Library) without we realize teach the one who
reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Women and Dramatic
Production 1550 - 1700 (Longman Medieval and Renaissance Library) can bring whenever you are and not
make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
cellphone. This Women and Dramatic Production 1550 - 1700 (Longman Medieval and Renaissance
Library) having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Tameika Ahmed:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Women and Dramatic Production 1550 - 1700 (Longman Medieval and
Renaissance Library) book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details
here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer connected with Women and Dramatic Production 1550 - 1700 (Longman Medieval
and Renaissance Library) content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking Women and
Dramatic Production 1550 - 1700 (Longman Medieval and Renaissance Library) is not loveable to be your
top collection reading book?

Teresa Vanhook:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need
more time to be read. Women and Dramatic Production 1550 - 1700 (Longman Medieval and Renaissance
Library) can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Judy Finley:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in the
top list in your reading list is definitely Women and Dramatic Production 1550 - 1700 (Longman Medieval



and Renaissance Library). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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