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Galileo (1564–1642) is one of the most important and controversial figures in the history of science. A hero
of modern science and key to its birth, he was also a deeply divided man: a scholar committed to the
establishment of scientific truth yet forced to concede the importance of faith, and a brilliant analyst of the
elegantly mathematical workings of nature yet bungling and insensitive with his own family.

Tackling Galileo as astronomer, engineer, and author, David Wootton places him at the center of
Renaissance culture. He traces Galileo through his early rebellious years; the beginnings of his scientific
career constructing a “new physics” his move to Florence seeking money, status, and greater freedom to
attack intellectual orthodoxies; his trial for heresy and narrow escape from torture; and his house arrest and
physical (though not intellectual) decline. Wootton reveals much that is new—from Galileo’s premature
Copernicanism to a previously unrecognized illegitimate daughter—and, controversially, rejects the long-
established orthodoxy which holds that Galileo was a good Catholic.

Absolutely central to Galileo’s significance—and to science more broadly—is the telescope, the potential of
which Galileo was the first to grasp. Wootton makes clear that it totally revolutionized and galvanized
scientific endeavor to discover new and previously unimagined facts. Drawing extensively on Galileo’s
voluminous letters, many of which were self-censored and sly, this is an original, arresting, and highly
readable biography of a difficult, remarkable Renaissance genius.
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From reader reviews:

Nakia Schultz:

Within other case, little people like to read book Galileo: Watcher of the Skies. You can choose the best
book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book Galileo:
Watcher of the Skies. You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are
able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Robert Johnson:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy
read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Galileo: Watcher of the Skies is
kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Ashley Taylor:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Galileo: Watcher of the Skies, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Victoria Austin:

Galileo: Watcher of the Skies can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that
will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Galileo: Watcher of the Skies but doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.
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