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Olivia Manning: A Woman at War is the first literary biography of the twentieth-century novelist Olivia
Manning. It tells the story of a writer whose life and work were shaped by her own fierce ambition, and, like
many of her generation, the events and aftermath of the Second World War. From the time she left
Portsmouth for London in the mid-1930s determined to become a famous writer, through her wartime years
in the Balkans and the Middle East, and until her death in London in 1980, Olivia Manning was a dedicated
and hard-working author. Married to a British Council lecturer stationed in Bucharest, Olivia Manning
arrived in Romania on the 3rd September 1939, the fateful day when Allied forces declared war on Germany.
For the duration of World War Two, she kept one step ahead of invading German forces as she and her
husband fled Romania for Greece, and then Greece for the Middle East, where they stayed until the end of
the war. These tumultuous wartime years are the subject of her best-known and most transparently
autobiographical novels, The Balkan Trilogy and The Levant Trilogy.

Olivia Manning refused to be labelled a 'feminist,' but her novels depict with cutting insight and sardonic wit
the marginal position of women striving for independent identity in arenas frequently controlled by men,
whether on the frontlines of war or in the publishing world of the 1950s. However, she did not just write
about World War Two and women's lives. Amongst other things, Manning published fiction about making
do in Britain's post-war Age of Austerity, about desecration of the environment through uncontrolled
development, and about the painful adjustment to post-war British life for young men. As the author of
thirteen published novels, two volumes of short stories, several works of non-fiction, and a regular reviewer
of contemporary fiction, she was a visible presence on the British literary scene throughout her life and her
work provides a detailed insight into the period.

Grounded in thorough research and enriched by discussion of previously unexamined manuscripts and
letters, Olivia Manning: A Woman at War is a timely study of Olivia Manning's remarkable life. Deirdre
David integrates incisive critical analysis of Manning's writing with extensive discussion of the historical
contexts of her fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Thomas:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind
of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Olivia
Manning: A Woman at War is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Amanda Despain:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Olivia Manning: A Woman at War can give you a
lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Olivia Manning: A Woman at War.

Carrie Hanks:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This guide Olivia Manning: A Woman at War was filled in relation to science.
Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel
when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Blake Darden:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. With this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search
of the Olivia Manning: A Woman at War when you essential it?
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