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Pen Portraits of Illustrious Castilians is the first English translation of Generaciones y Semblanzas, a
compilation of thirty-four biographical sketches of the most illustrious Castilians of the mid-fifteenth
century. These include three kings, a queen, and thirty nobles, prelates, and scholars who represented the
most prominent families of the day. Notably, this is the first collection of biographies in Spanish
historiography to be published.

The text was written in Spanish in 1450 by Fernán Pérez de Guzmán, an historian, moralist, politician, and
poet whose personal contact with the most powerful nobles of the time provided him with the material for
these intimate and revealing portraits. Through insightful commentary on his subjects' family background,
personality traits, outstanding deeds, virtues, and vices, the author brings to the reader vivid portraits of some
of the most important players in Castilian history. Within the portraits, occasional digressions provide the
author with the opportunity to present his own personal beliefs on such timely issues as the situation of
Jewish converts in Castilla, the greed and self-serving motives of many of his contemporaries, and the role
played by Divine Providence in shaping the history of his country. Pérez's introduction appears to be the first
treatise written in Spanish on the nature of history and on the duties and responsibilities of those recording it.

The translators have succeeded in maintaining certain stylistic characteristics of fifteenth-century Spanish
without sacrificing readability. Their introduction and notes provide useful background information, as do
the map and genealogical table.

Marie Gillette, a Senior Lecturer in Spanish, and Loretta Zehngut, a Lecturer in Spanish, both teach at Penn
State University.

Advance Praise:

"Fascinating and highly readable.... The book brings striking reality and personality to these historical
figures."--Prof. Olivia R. Constable, University of Notre Dame
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Drake:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Pen Portraits of Illustrious Castilians (Medieval
Translation) book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Robin Blakely:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Pen Portraits of Illustrious
Castilians (Medieval Translation) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only
for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to
start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Pen Portraits of Illustrious Castilians (Medieval
Translation) become your own personal starter.

Augusta Wilson:

You can spend your free time to read this book this book. This Pen Portraits of Illustrious Castilians
(Medieval Translation) is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If
you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.

Ann Ginsberg:

You will get this Pen Portraits of Illustrious Castilians (Medieval Translation) by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can
you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.
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