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This is a biography of a borderland between Russia and Poland, a region where, in 1925, people identified as
Poles, Germans, Jews, Ukrainians, and Russians lived side by side. Over the next three decades, this mosaic
of cultures was modernized and homogenized out of existence by the ruling might of the Soviet Union, then
Nazi Germany, and finally, Polish and Ukrainian nationalism. By the 1950s, this "no place" emerged as a
Ukrainian heartland, and the fertile mix of peoples that defined the region was destroyed.

Brown's study is grounded in the life of the village and shtetl, in the personalities and small histories of
everyday life in this area. In impressive detail, she documents how these regimes, bureaucratically and then
violently, separated, named, and regimented this intricate community into distinct ethnic groups.

Drawing on recently opened archives, ethnography, and oral interviews that were unavailable a decade ago,
A Biography of No Place reveals Stalinist and Nazi history from the perspective of the remote borderlands,
thus bringing the periphery to the center of history.

We are given, in short, an intimate portrait of the ethnic purification that has marked all of Europe, as well as
a glimpse at the margins of twentieth-century "progress."
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This is a biography of a borderland between Russia and Poland, a region where, in 1925, people identified as
Poles, Germans, Jews, Ukrainians, and Russians lived side by side. Over the next three decades, this mosaic



of cultures was modernized and homogenized out of existence by the ruling might of the Soviet Union, then
Nazi Germany, and finally, Polish and Ukrainian nationalism. By the 1950s, this "no place" emerged as a
Ukrainian heartland, and the fertile mix of peoples that defined the region was destroyed. Brown's study is
grounded in the life of the village and shtetl, in the personalities and small histories of everyday life in this
area. In impressive detail, she documents how these regimes, bureaucratically and then violently, separated,
named, and regimented this intricate community into distinct ethnic groups. Drawing on recently opened
archives, ethnography, and oral interviews that were unavailable a decade ago, A Biography of No Place
reveals Stalinist and Nazi history from the perspective of the remote borderlands, thus bringing the periphery
to the center of history. Brown argues that repressive national policies grew not out of chauvinist or racist
ideas, but the very instruments of modern governance - the census, map, and progressive social programs -
first employed by Bolshevik reformers in the western borderlands. We are given, in short, an intimate
portrait of the ethnic purification that has marked all of Europe, as well as a glimpse at the margins of
twentieth century "progress." Kate Brown is Assistant Professor of History at University of Maryland,
Baltimore County.

A Biography of No Place is one of the most original and imaginative works of history to emerge in the
western literature on the former Soviet Union in the last ten years. Historiographically fearless, Kate Brown
writes with elegance and force, turning this history of a lost, but culturally rich borderland into a compelling
narrative that serves as a microcosm for understanding nation and state in the Twentieth Century. With
compassion and respect for the diverse people who inhabited this margin of territory between Russia and
Poland, Kate Brown restores the voices, memories, and humanity of a people...
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Brown:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is
look different you can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent the whole day to reading a book. The book A Biography of No Place it is quite good to read. There are
a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from
your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Ladonna Warren:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that
need more time to be go through. A Biography of No Place can be your answer because it can be read by an
individual who have those short free time problems.

Mae Marks:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This kind of A Biography of No Place can give you a lot of close friends
because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information
that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So ,
why hesitate? Let me have A Biography of No Place.

Charles Moreno:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to at this time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important,
boring and can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this A Biography of No Place can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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