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Construction behaviour occurs across the entire spectrum of the animal kingdom and affects the survival of
both builders and other organisms associated with them. "Animal Architecture" provides a comprehensive
overview of the biology of animal building. The book recognizes three broad categories of built structure -
homes, traps, and courtship displays. Even though some of these structures are complex and very large, the
behaviour required to build them is generally simple and the anatomy for building unspecialized.
Standardization of building materials helps to keep building repertoires simple, while self-organizing effects
help create complexity. Some builders exhibit learning and cognitive skills, and include some toolmaking
species. In a case-study approach to function, insects demonstrate how homes can remain operational while
they grow, spiderwebs illustrate mechanical design, and the displays of bowerbirds raise the possibility of
persuasion through design rather than just decoration. Studies of the costs to insect and bird home-builders,
and to arthropod web-builders provide evidence of optimal designs and of trade-offs with other life history
traits.
As ecosystem engineers, the influence of builders is extensive and their effect is generally to enhance
biodiversity through niche construction. Animal builders can therefore represent model species for the study
of the emerging subject of environmental inheritance. Evidence that building has facilitated social evolution
is mixed. However building, and in particular building with silk, has been demonstrated to have important
evolutionary consequences. This book is intended for students and researchers in comparative animal
biology, but will also be of relevance and use to the increasing numbers of architects and civil engineers
interested in developing ideas from the animal kingdom.
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From reader reviews:

Pauline Stern:

The book Animal Architecture (Oxford Animal Biology Series) can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Animal Architecture (Oxford
Animal Biology Series)? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can
give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge
or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Animal
Architecture (Oxford Animal Biology Series) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Hope Giles:

Here thing why this particular Animal Architecture (Oxford Animal Biology Series) are different and trusted
to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is
the content is as delightful as food or not. Animal Architecture (Oxford Animal Biology Series) giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar
with Animal Architecture (Oxford Animal Biology Series). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up
your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you.
You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you
are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Animal Architecture (Oxford Animal
Biology Series) in e-book can be your substitute.

Jimmy Stone:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Animal Architecture (Oxford Animal Biology
Series) as your daily resource information.

Irma Cook:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Animal Architecture
(Oxford Animal Biology Series), it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want
to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't



understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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