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Based on fourteen months of research in a Southern Baptist congregation in rural South Carolina, Blessed
Assurance investigates a central paradox in evangelical salvation. How, in the context of "this world, " can
one know that one is saved, or born again, by the grace of Jesus Christ? Through ethnographic and linguistic
analyses, M. Jean Heriot examines the specific means that believers use to construct the paradox of salvation
itself and how they seek practical resolutions. Her explorations encompass a variety of intriguing questions.
What is the basis of the equation between belief in salvation and commitment to the church? How does the
pastor use the sermon to urge the congregation to be saved and to manifest that salvation through action?
What are the implications of the "altar call, " which asks members to enact their beliefs in a ritually charged
atmosphere? How do congregation members try to "live" conversion day to day? In seeking answers to these
questions, Heriot offers a wealth of insightful vignettes drawn from the people and situations she observed
during her field research. What makes this study unique is Heriot's focus on the everyday processes by which
believers construct the reality of salvation in their social world. She shows how, through the power of words
(especially the "Word of God") and through the ritual enactment of faith messages Sunday after Sunday,
believers construct a worldview that makes salvation central to their identity. At the same time, she uncovers
the cultural dilemmas that make the goal of salvation so elusive.
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From reader reviews:

Derek Morton:

This Blessed Assurance: Beliefs, Actions, and the Experience of Salvation in a Carolina Baptist Church book
is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by
reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper
anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular Blessed Assurance: Beliefs, Actions, and the
Experience of Salvation in a Carolina Baptist Church without we know teach the one who reading it become
critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Blessed Assurance: Beliefs, Actions, and the
Experience of Salvation in a Carolina Baptist Church can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone.
This Blessed Assurance: Beliefs, Actions, and the Experience of Salvation in a Carolina Baptist Church
having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Amy Dixon:

The particular book Blessed Assurance: Beliefs, Actions, and the Experience of Salvation in a Carolina
Baptist Church will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe
the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book
Blessed Assurance: Beliefs, Actions, and the Experience of Salvation in a Carolina Baptist Church is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to
read the book.

Richard Reid:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Blessed Assurance: Beliefs,
Actions, and the Experience of Salvation in a Carolina Baptist Church that give your enjoyment preference
will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It
can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants
to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can
pick Blessed Assurance: Beliefs, Actions, and the Experience of Salvation in a Carolina Baptist Church
become your starter.

Frankie Evans:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. In
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can



add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the Blessed Assurance: Beliefs, Actions, and the Experience of Salvation in a Carolina Baptist
Church when you necessary it?
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