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Between the eleventh and thirteenth centuries, Venice transformed itself from a struggling merchant
commune to a powerful maritime empire that would shape events in the Mediterranean for the next four
hundred years. In this magisterial new book on medieval Venice, Thomas F. Madden traces the city-state's
extraordinary rise through the life of Enrico Dandolo (c. 1107--1205), who ruled Venice as doge from 1192
until his death. The scion of a prosperous merchant family deeply involved in politics, religion, and
diplomacy, Dandolo led Venice's forces during the disastrous Fourth Crusade (1201--1204), which set out to
conquer Islamic Egypt but instead destroyed Christian Byzantium. Yet despite his influence on the course of
Venetian history,we know little about Dandolo, and much of what is known has been distorted by myth.The
first full-length study devoted to Dandolo's life and times, Enrico Dandolo and the Rise of Venice corrects
the many misconceptions about him that have accumulated over the centuries, offering an accurate and
incisive assessment of Dandolo's motives, abilities, and achievements as doge, as well as his role -- and
Venice's -- in the Fourth Crusade. Madden also examines the means and methods by which the Dandolo
family rose to prominence during the preceding century, thus illuminating medieval Venice's singular
political, social, and religious environment. Culminating with the crisis precipitated by the failure of the
Fourth Crusade, Madden's groundbreaking work reveals the extent to which Dandolo and his successors
became torn between the anxieties and apprehensions of Venice's citizens and its escalating obligations as a
Mediterranean power.
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From reader reviews:

Billy Simpson:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Enrico Dandolo and the Rise of
Venice. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

Jenifer Bell:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for all of us. The book Enrico Dandolo and the Rise of Venice was making
you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The e-book Enrico Dandolo and the Rise of Venice is not only giving you a lot more
new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read
your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Enrico Dandolo and the Rise of Venice. You never feel
lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Gary Campbell:

This Enrico Dandolo and the Rise of Venice usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The reason why of this Enrico Dandolo and the Rise of Venice can be one of the great books
you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that
probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Enrico Dandolo and the Rise of
Venice forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Mario Davis:

Enrico Dandolo and the Rise of Venice can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her
effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Enrico Dandolo and the Rise of Venice but
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
thinking.
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