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A reference guide to gems, semi-precious stones and crystals.

Gemstones and crystals are used for jewelry, industry, lasers and precision technology. Firefly Guide to
Gems is a practical, compact guide to the identification and use of precious and semi-precious stones,
novelty stones, agates and crystals.

An introduction explains geology, chemistry and gemstone properties in clear and accessible terms. Key
aspects of gemstones are explained such as crystal structures and optical and physical properties.

The first section of the book focuses on precious gems in their many forms, with illustrations of priceless
jewelry. Practical information includes:

Fashioning and cutting●

Types and shapes of cut●

Collecting●

Handling and storing gemstones●

Weighing and measuring stones●

The second and main section supplies complete descriptions of a wide range of gems, organized by chemical
composition, for instance:

Carbon (diamond)●

Aluminum oxide (saphire and ruby)●

Phosphate (turquoise)●

Silica (opal)●

A fascinating profile of each gem is accompanied with color photographs of the raw crystal, common cuts,
and finally polished for use in jewelry. At-a-glance charts provide technical details such as refractive index,
crystal group, luster, hardness and cleavage for each gem.

Easy-to-read and abundantly illustrated, Firefly Guide to Gems is ideal for collectors and rockhounds.
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From reader reviews:

Tyrone Smith:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one using
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Guide to Gems: Illustrated Guide to the
Identification, Properties and Use of Gemstones (Firefly Pocket series) is kind of guide which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

Karen Garcia:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is actually
Guide to Gems: Illustrated Guide to the Identification, Properties and Use of Gemstones (Firefly Pocket
series).

Adrienne Helms:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This e-book Guide to Gems: Illustrated Guide to the Identification, Properties and
Use of Gemstones (Firefly Pocket series) was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book.
If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like
now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Maria Green:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named
of book Guide to Gems: Illustrated Guide to the Identification, Properties and Use of Gemstones (Firefly
Pocket series). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add
your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can
bring you from one destination for a other place.
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