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Human beings are hierarchical animals. Always and everywhere, people have developed social ranking
systems. These differ dramatically in how they are organized, but the underlying causal mechanisms that
create and sustain them are the same. Whether they are on the top or bottom of the heap, people attempt to be
superior to some other persons or group. This is the root of Melvyn L. Fein’s thesis presented in Human
Hierarchies: A General Theory.

Fein traces the development of changes from hunter-gatherer times to our own techno-commercial society. In
moving from small to large communities, humans went from face-to-face contests for superiority to more
anonymous and symbolic ones. Societies evolved from hunting bands where the parties knew each other
through big-men societies, chieftainships, agrarian empires, patronage chains, caste societies, estate systems,
and market-oriented democracies. Where once small groupings were organized primarily by strong forces
such as personal relationships, the now standard large groupings are more dependent on weaker forces such
as those provided by social roles.

Bureaucracies and professional roles have become prominent. Bureaucracies allow large-scale organizations
to maintain control of people by limiting the potential destructiveness of unregulated tests of strength and by
clarifying chains of command. Their rigidity and unresponsiveness requires that they be supplemented by
professional roles. At the same time, a proliferation of self-motivated experts delegate authority downward,
thereby introducing a more flexible decentralization. This analysis is a unique and significant advance in
both the sociology and anthropology of stratification among humans.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Howard:

The experience that you get from Human Hierarchies: A General Theory may be the more deep you rooting
the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to understand but Human Hierarchies: A General Theory giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who
read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Human Hierarchies: A General Theory
instantly.

Karen Bell:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Human Hierarchies: A General Theory can be good
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Nyla Gomez:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Human Hierarchies: A General
Theory is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get
much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You
can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.

Catherine Scott:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or
real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this Human Hierarchies: A General Theory can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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