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Imposing Harmony is a groundbreaking analysis of the role of music and musicians in the social and political
life of colonial Cuzco. Challenging musicology’s cathedral-centered approach to the history of music in
colonial Latin America, Geoffrey Baker demonstrates that rather than being dominated by the cathedral,
Cuzco’s musical culture was remarkably decentralized. He shows that institutions such as parish churches
and monasteries employed indigenous professional musicians, rivaling Cuzco Cathedral in the scale and
frequency of the musical performances they staged.

Building on recent scholarship by social historians and urban musicologists and drawing on extensive
archival research, Baker highlights European music as a significant vehicle for reproducing and contesting
power relations in Cuzco. He examines how Andean communities embraced European music, creating an
extraordinary cultural florescence, at the same time that Spanish missionaries used the music as a mechanism
of colonialization and control. Uncovering a musical life of considerable and unexpected richness throughout
the diocese of Cuzco, Baker describes a musical culture sustained by both Hispanic institutional patrons and
the upper strata of indigenous society. Mastery of European music enabled elite Andeans to consolidate their
position within the colonial social hierarchy. Indigenous professional musicians distinguished themselves by
fulfilling important functions in colonial society, acting as educators, religious leaders, and mediators
between the Catholic Church and indigenous communities.
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From reader reviews:

Keith Taylor:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Imposing Harmony:
Music and Society in Colonial Cuzco suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known writer
in this era. The actual book untitled Imposing Harmony: Music and Society in Colonial Cuzcois the main
one of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see
the represented of the world on this book.

Alicia Gentry:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this
Imposing Harmony: Music and Society in Colonial Cuzco.

Raymond Phillips:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Imposing Harmony: Music and Society in Colonial Cuzco can
give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make
you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Imposing Harmony: Music and Society in Colonial
Cuzco.

Rosa Rodriguez:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Imposing Harmony: Music and Society in Colonial
Cuzco was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Imposing Harmony: Music
and Society in Colonial Cuzco has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose
the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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