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Many Latino and Chinese women who immigrated to New York City over the past two decades found work
in the garment industry-an industry well known for both hiring immigrants and its harsh working conditions.
Today the garment industry is one of the largest immigrant employers in New York City and workers in
Chinese- and Korean-owned factories produce 70 percent of all manufactured clothing in New York City.
Based on extensive interviews with workers and employers, Margaret M. Chin, offers a detailed and
complex portrait of the work lives of Chinese and Latino garment workers. Chin, whose mother and aunts
worked in Chinatown's garment industry, also explores how immigration status, family circumstances, ethnic
relations, and gender affect the garment industry workplace. In turn, she analyzes how these factors affect
whom employers hire and what wages and benefits are given to the employees. Chin's study contrasts the
working conditions and hiring practices of Korean- and Chinese-owned factories. Her comparison of the two
practices illuminates how ethnic ties both improve and hinder opportunities for immigrants. While both
sectors take advantage of workers and are characterized by low wages and lax enforcement of safety
regulations-there are crucial differences. In the Chinese sector, owners encourage employees, almost entirely
female, to recruit new workers, especially friends and family. Though Chinese workers tend to be
documented and unionized, this work arrangement allows owners to maintain a more paternalistic
relationship with their employees. Gender also plays a major role in channeling women into the garment
industry, as Chinese immigrants, particularly those with children, tend to maintain traditional gender roles in
the workplace. Korean-owned shops, however, hire mostly undocumented Mexican and Ecuadorian workers,
both male and female. These workers tend not to have children and are thus less tied to traditional gender
roles. Unlike their Chinese counterparts, Korean employers hire workers on their own terms and would
rather not allow current employees to influence their decisions. Chin's work also provides an overview of the
history of the garment industry, examines immigration strategies, and concludes with a discussion of changes
in the industry in the aftermath of 9/11.
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From reader reviews:

Malissa Conlin:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Sewing Women:
Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and
Race)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with
your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
different opinion?

Cassie Merritt:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you
can get a lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world
can certainly share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire
their own reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But
also they write about the data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth
always try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their
book. One of them is this Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry (Columbia
Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and Race).

Luther Ritenour:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a book. The book Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New York City Garment Industry
(Columbia Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and Race) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Robert Brown:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,



except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Sewing Women: Immigrants and the New
York City Garment Industry (Columbia Comparative Studies on Ethnicity and Race).
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