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Although consensus exists among researchers that birds evolved from coelurosaurian theropods,
paleontologists still debate the identification of the group of coelurosaurians that most closely approaches the
common ancestor of birds. The last 20 years witnessed the discovery of a wide array of avian-like theropods
that has considerably amplified the anatomical disparity among deinonychosaurians, some of which resemble
Archaeopteryx more than Deinonychus. Among these newly discovered theropods that show remarkable
bird-like characteristics are the four-winged theropods Microraptor and Anchiornis, and the unenlagiids
Unenlagia, Buitreraptor, and Rahonavis. A bizarre group of minute-sized coelurosaurs, the
Scansoriopterygidae, also exhibits some avian similarities that lead some authors to interpret them as more
closely related to birds than other dinosaurs. With the aim to explore the phylogenetic relationships of these
coelurosaurians and birds, we merged recently published integrative databases, resulting in significant
changes in the topological distribution of taxa within Paraves. We present evidence that Dromaeosauridae,
Microraptoria, Unenlagiidae, and Anchiornis + Xiaotingia form successive sister taxa of Aves, and that the
Scansoriopterygidae are basal coelurosaurians not closely related to birds. The implications in the
evolutionary sequence of anatomical characters leading to birds, including the origin of flight, are also
considered in light of this new phylogenetic hypothesis.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Murphy:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Avian Ancestors: A Review of the Phylogenetic Relationships of the
Theropods Unenlagiidae, Microraptoria, Anchiornis and Scansoriopterygidae (SpringerBriefs in Earth
System Sciences). Try to make book Avian Ancestors: A Review of the Phylogenetic Relationships of the
Theropods Unenlagiidae, Microraptoria, Anchiornis and Scansoriopterygidae (SpringerBriefs in Earth
System Sciences) as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much
more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Richard Powe:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day long to reading a guide. The book Avian Ancestors: A Review of the Phylogenetic
Relationships of the Theropods Unenlagiidae, Microraptoria, Anchiornis and Scansoriopterygidae
(SpringerBriefs in Earth System Sciences) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to
bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Lupe Holloway:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This Avian Ancestors: A Review of the Phylogenetic
Relationships of the Theropods Unenlagiidae, Microraptoria, Anchiornis and Scansoriopterygidae
(SpringerBriefs in Earth System Sciences) can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this
one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your
friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and women. So ,
why hesitate? We should have Avian Ancestors: A Review of the Phylogenetic Relationships of the
Theropods Unenlagiidae, Microraptoria, Anchiornis and Scansoriopterygidae (SpringerBriefs in Earth
System Sciences).



Karina McDermott:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Avian Ancestors: A Review of the Phylogenetic
Relationships of the Theropods Unenlagiidae, Microraptoria, Anchiornis and Scansoriopterygidae
(SpringerBriefs in Earth System Sciences) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As
we know that book Avian Ancestors: A Review of the Phylogenetic Relationships of the Theropods
Unenlagiidae, Microraptoria, Anchiornis and Scansoriopterygidae (SpringerBriefs in Earth System Sciences)
has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator
Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you
bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and
try to like reading that.
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