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Though few of us now live close to the soil, the world we inhabit has been sculpted by our long national saga
of settlement. At the heart of our identity lies the notion of the family farm, as shaped by European history
and reshaped by the vast opportunities of the continent. It lies at the heart of Jane Brox's personal story, too:
she is the daughter of immigrant New England farmers whose way of life she memorialized in her first two
books but has not carried on.

In this clear-eyed, lyrical account, Brox twines the two narratives, personal and historical, to explore the
place of the family farm as it has evolved from the pilgrims' brutal progress at Plymouth to the modern
world, where much of our food is produced by industrial agriculture while the small farm is both
marginalized and romanticized. In considering the place of the farm, Brox also considers the rise of textile
cities in America, which encroached not only upon farms and farmers but upon the sense of commonality
that once sustained them; and she traces the transformation of the idea of wilderness--and its intricate
connection to cultivation--which changed as our ties to the land loosened, as terror of the wild was replaced
by desire for it. Exploring these strands with neither judgment nor sentimentality, Brox arrives at something
beyond a biography of the farm: a vivid depiction of the half-life it carries on in our collective imagination.
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From reader reviews:

Colleen Thompson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Clearing Land: Legacies of the American Farm.

Doris Griffin:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Clearing
Land: Legacies of the American Farm? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside you
can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Raymond McMillion:

The book Clearing Land: Legacies of the American Farm can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Clearing
Land: Legacies of the American Farm? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge
or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Clearing
Land: Legacies of the American Farm has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Ramon Jeter:

Beside this kind of Clearing Land: Legacies of the American Farm in your phone, it could possibly give you
a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is
fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Clearing Land: Legacies of the American Farm because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not
end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable,
including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from
currently!
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