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How do people come to live as they ought to live? Crooked Stalks seeks an answer to this enduring question
in diverse practices of cultivation: in the moral horizons of development intervention, in the forms of virtue
through which people may work upon their own desires, deeds, and habits, and in the material labors that
turn inhabited worlds into environments for both moral and natural growth. Focusing on the colonial
subjection and contemporary condition of the Piramalai Kallar caste—classified, condemned, and policed for
decades as a “criminal tribe”—Anand Pandian argues that the work of cultivation in all of these senses has
been essential to the pursuit of modernity in south India. Colonial engagements with the Kallars in the early
twentieth century relied heavily upon agrarian strategies of moral reform, an approach that echoed
longstanding imaginations of the rural cultivator as a morally cultivated being in Tamil literary, moral, and
religious tradition. These intertwined histories profoundly shape how people of the community struggle with
themselves as ethical subjects today.

In vivid, inventive, and engaging prose, Pandian weaves together ethnographic encounters, archival
investigations, and elements drawn from Tamil poetry, prose, and popular cinema. Tacking deftly between
ploughed soils and plundered orchards, schoolroom lessons and stationhouse registers, household hearths
and riverine dams, he reveals moral life in the postcolonial present as a palimpsest of traces inherited from
multiple pasts. Pursuing these legacies through the fragmentary play of desire, dream, slander, and counsel,
Pandian calls attention not only to the moral potential of ordinary existence, but also to the inescapable force
of accident, chance, and failure in the making of ethical lives. Rarely are the moral coordinates of modern
power sketched with such intimacy and delicacy.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Davis:

This Crooked Stalks: Cultivating Virtue in South India book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that
it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This
particular Crooked Stalks: Cultivating Virtue in South India without we comprehend teach the one who
studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Crooked Stalks: Cultivating
Virtue in South India can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be
full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This Crooked Stalks: Cultivating Virtue in
South India having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Erick Graf:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they
write about advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth
always try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book.
One of them is this Crooked Stalks: Cultivating Virtue in South India.

Dolores Albert:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the publication untitled Crooked Stalks: Cultivating Virtue in South India
can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Florinda Redfern:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding
something by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this
Crooked Stalks: Cultivating Virtue in South India.
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