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On the little-known and darker side of shamanism there exists an ancient form of sorcery called kanaimà, a
practice still observed among the Amerindians of the highlands of Guyana, Venezuela, and Brazil that
involves the ritual stalking, mutilation, lingering death, and consumption of human victims. At once a
memoir of cultural encounter and an ethnographic and historical investigation, this book offers a sustained,
intimate look at kanaimà, its practitioners, their victims, and the reasons they give for their actions.

Neil L. Whitehead tells of his own involvement with kanaimà—including an attempt to kill him with
poison—and relates the personal testimonies of kanaimà shamans, their potential victims, and the victims’
families. He then goes on to discuss the historical emergence of kanaimà, describing how, in the face of
successive modern colonizing forces—missionaries, rubber gatherers, miners, and development
agencies—the practice has become an assertion of native autonomy. His analysis explores the ways in which
kanaimà mediates both national and international impacts on native peoples in the region and considers the
significance of kanaimà for current accounts of shamanism and religious belief and for theories of war and
violence.

Kanaimà appears here as part of the wider lexicon of rebellious terror and exotic horror—alongside the
cannibal, vampire, and zombie—that haunts the western imagination. Dark Shamans broadens discussions of
violence and of the representation of primitive savagery by recasting both in the light of current debates on
modernity and globalization.
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From reader reviews:

Olive Wilson:

Here thing why this specific Dark Shamans: Kanaimà and the Poetics of Violent Death (e-Duke books
scholarly collection.) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good
nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Dark Shamans:
Kanaimà and the Poetics of Violent Death (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) giving you information
deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with
Dark Shamans: Kanaimà and the Poetics of Violent Death (e-Duke books scholarly collection.). It gives you
thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world
which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
way home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Dark Shamans: Kanaimà and the Poetics of Violent Death (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) in e-book
can be your alternative.

George Eichner:

The ability that you get from Dark Shamans: Kanaimà and the Poetics of Violent Death (e-Duke books
scholarly collection.) may be the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more
you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Dark Shamans:
Kanaimà and the Poetics of Violent Death (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) giving you joy feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read
the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular Dark Shamans: Kanaimà and the
Poetics of Violent Death (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) instantly.

Esther Cunningham:

This Dark Shamans: Kanaimà and the Poetics of Violent Death (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) are
generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Dark Shamans:
Kanaimà and the Poetics of Violent Death (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) can be on the list of great
books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with
information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this
Dark Shamans: Kanaimà and the Poetics of Violent Death (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) forcing you
to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that
we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.



Opal Moffett:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, think
reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-
book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Dark Shamans: Kanaimà and the
Poetics of Violent Death (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) which is obtaining the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's notice.
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