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On the Eve is the portrait of a world on the brink of annihilation. In this provocative book, Bernard
Wasserstein presents a new and disturbing interpretation of the collapse of European Jewish civilization even
before the Nazi onslaught.

In the 1930s, as Europe spiraled toward the Second World War, the continent’s Jews faced an existential
crisis. The harsh realities of the age—anti-Semitic persecution, economic discrimination, and an ominous
climate of violence—devastated Jewish communities and shattered the lives of individuals.

The Jewish crisis was as much the result of internal decay as of external attack. Demographic collapse, social
disintegration, and cultural dissolution were all taking their toll. The problem was not just Nazism: In the
summer of 1939 more Jews were behind barbed wire outside the Third Reich than within it, and not only in
police states but even in the liberal democracies of the West. The greater part of Europe was being
transformed into a giant concentration

camp for Jews. Unlike most previous accounts, On the Eve focuses not on the anti-Semites but on the Jews.
Wasserstein refutes the common misconception that they were unaware of the gathering forces of their
enemies. He demonstrates that there was a growing and widespread recognition among Jews that they stood
on the edge of an abyss.

On the Eve recaptures the agonizing sorrows and the effervescent cultural glories of this last phase in the
history of the European Jews. It explores their hopes, anxieties, and ambitions, their family ties, social
relations, and intellectual creativity—everything that made life meaningful and bearable for them.

Wasserstein introduces a diverse array of characters: holy men and hucksters, beggars and bankers,
politicians and poets, housewives and harlots, and, in an especially poignant chapter, children without a
future. The geographical range also is vast: from Vilna (the “Jerusalem of the North”) to Amsterdam,
Vienna, Warsaw, and Paris, from the Judeo-Espagnol-speaking stevedores of Salonica to the Yiddish-
language collective farms of Soviet Ukraine and Crimea.

Wasserstein’s aim is to “breathe life into dry bones.” Based on comprehensive research, rendered with
compassion and empathy, and brought alive by telling anecdotes and dry wit, On the Eve offers a vivid and
enlightening picture of the European Jews in their final hour.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Miller:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the e-book untitled On the Eve: The Jews of Europe Before the Second World
War can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Carlos Reese:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have
read will be On the Eve: The Jews of Europe Before the Second World War.

Kathryn Granger:

This On the Eve: The Jews of Europe Before the Second World War is great e-book for you because the
content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can declare no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it
only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having On the Eve: The Jews of Europe Before the Second World War in your hand like getting the world in
your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or
fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt that will?

Kate Vasquez:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source this filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just seeking the On the Eve: The Jews of Europe Before the Second World War when you
essential it?
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