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Throughout the four hundred thousand years that humanity has been collecting fossils, sea urchin fossils, or
echinoids, have continually been among the most prized, from the Paleolithic era, when they decorated flint
axes, to today, when paleobiologists study them for clues to the earth’s history. 

In The Star-Crossed Stone, Kenneth J. McNamara, an expert on fossil echinoids, takes readers on an
incredible fossil hunt, with stops in history, paleontology, folklore, mythology, art, religion, and much more.
Beginning with prehistoric times, when urchin fossils were used as jewelry, McNamara reveals how the
fossil crept into the religious and cultural lives of societies around the world—the roots of the familiar five-
pointed star, for example, can be traced to the pattern found on urchins. But McNamara’s vision is even
broader than that: using our knowledge of early habits of fossil collecting, he explores the evolution of the
human mind itself, drawing striking conclusions about humanity’s earliest appreciation of beauty and the
first stirrings of artistic expression. Along the way, the fossil becomes a nexus through which we meet
brilliant eccentrics and visionary archaeologists and develop new insights into topics as seemingly disparate
as hieroglyphics, Beowulf, and even church organs.

An idiosyncratic celebration of science, nature, and human ingenuity, The Star-Crossed Stone is as charming
and unforgettable as the fossil at its heart.
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From reader reviews:

James Jean:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know what type you should start with. This The Star-Crossed Stone: The Secret Life, Myths, and
History of a Fascinating Fossil is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Cleveland Wheeler:

The e-book untitled The Star-Crossed Stone: The Secret Life, Myths, and History of a Fascinating Fossil is
the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown
to you. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that they share
to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Star-Crossed Stone:
The Secret Life, Myths, and History of a Fascinating Fossil from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy
free time.

Melissa Parra:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Star-Crossed Stone:
The Secret Life, Myths, and History of a Fascinating Fossil can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?

Ryan Harrison:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
internal or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Star-Crossed Stone: The Secret Life, Myths, and
History of a Fascinating Fossil can make you feel more interested to read.
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