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This latest work from Japanese-born anthropologist Takie Sugiyama Lebra is the first ethnographic study of
the modern Japanese aristocracy. Established as a class at the beginning of the Meiji period, the kazoku
ranked directly below the emperor and his family. Officially dissolved in 1947, this group of social elites is
still generally perceived as nobility. Lebra gained entry into this tightly knit circle and conducted more than
one hundred interviews with its members. She has woven together a reconstructive ethnography from their
life histories to create an intimate portrait of a remote and archaic world.

As Lebra explores the culture of the kazoku, she places each subject in its historical context. She analyzes the
evolution of status boundaries and the indispensable role played by outsiders.

But this book is not simply about the elite. It is also about commoners and how each stratum mirrors the
other. Revealing previously unobserved complexities in Japanese society, it also sheds light on the universal
problem of social stratification.
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From reader reviews:

Marlys Wieland:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Above the
Clouds: Status Culture of the Modern Japanese Nobility? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Clarence Bowen:

This Above the Clouds: Status Culture of the Modern Japanese Nobility tend to be reliable for you who want
to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Above the Clouds: Status Culture of the Modern
Japanese Nobility can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this Above the Clouds: Status Culture of the Modern Japanese Nobility giving you an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Francisco London:

Above the Clouds: Status Culture of the Modern Japanese Nobility can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Above the Clouds: Status Culture of the Modern Japanese Nobility but doesn't forget the main point, giving
the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it.
This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Refugio Kennedy:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
spirit or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this age,
many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore
this Above the Clouds: Status Culture of the Modern Japanese Nobility can make you experience more
interested to read.
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