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The status of the apocryphal (or deuterocanonical) books has been one of
the longstanding areas of disagreement among various Christian
traditions. David deSilva suggests, however, that whether one views
these books as Scripture (Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Christians) or
not (Protestant Christians), these books should be read and studied for
their inherent value.
The books of the Apocrypha are a witness to
faith, specifically the faith of Jewish people living from 200 B.C.E. to
100 C.E. Contemporary Christian readers find these books to be
surprisingly relevant. In addition, they provide essential historical
background for understanding the Judaism of Jesus¹ day and the Jewish
matrix of early Christianity.

After explaining the value of
studying the Apocrypha and surveying the historical context from which
these writings emerged, deSilva proceeds through each book of the
Apocrypha (as found in the NRSV). Using all the tools of a skilled
interpreter, he provides the necessary background details (date,
circumstances of writing, etc.) before surveying the content and message
of each book. Along the way, readers are introduced to connections
between the Apocrypha and the Old and New Testaments and are encouraged
to embark upon their own exploration of these fascinating books.

Especially
suitable for classroom settings, this substantive, up-to-date, and
well-written volume is accessible to and will be enjoyed by clergy and
laity as well.

"DeSilva does a fine job of placing the Apocrypha within the historical context of the Jewish world in which
early Christianity was forged."--Publishers Weekly
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Marsh:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
entitled Introducing the Apocrypha: Message, Context, and Significance? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Nancy Garcia:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Introducing the Apocrypha: Message, Context, and Significance book is
readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer of Introducing the Apocrypha: Message, Context, and Significance content conveys the thought easily
to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
as it. So , do you even now thinking Introducing the Apocrypha: Message, Context, and Significance is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Lidia Flynn:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Introducing the Apocrypha: Message,
Context, and Significance book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Introducing
the Apocrypha: Message, Context, and Significance as good book but not only by the cover but also by
content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.

Laurie Cales:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news. In this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
Introducing the Apocrypha: Message, Context, and Significance when you desired it?
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