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As a young child in Naples, Italy, Sergio Esposito sat at his kitchen table observing the daily ritual of his
large, loud family bonding over fresh local dishes and simple country wines. While devouring the rich bufala
mozzarella, still sopping with milk and salt, and the platters of fresh prosciutto, sliced so thin he could see
through it, he absorbed the profound relationship of food, wine, and family in Italian culture.
Growing up in Albany, New York, after emigrating there with his family, he always sat next to his uncle
Aldo and sipped from his wineglass during their customary hours-long extended family feasts. Thus, from a
very early age, Esposito came to associate wine with the warmth of family, the tastes of his mother’s
cooking—and, above all, memories of his former life in Italy. When he was in his twenties, he headed for
New York and undertook a career in wine, beginning a journey that would culminate in his founding of
Italian Wine Merchants, now the leading Italian wine source in America. His career offered him the
opportunity to make frequent trips back to Italy to find wine for his clients, to learn the traditions of Italian
winemaking, and, in so doing, to rediscover the Italian way of life he’d left behind.
Passion on the Vine is Esposito’s intimate and evocative memoir of his colorful family life in Italy, his
abrupt transition to life in America, and of his travels into the heart of Italy—its wine country—and the lives
of those who inhabit it. The result is a remarkably engaging and entertaining wine/travel narrative replete
with vivid portraits of seductive places—the world-famous cellars of Piedmont, the sweeping estates of
Tuscany, the lush fields of Campania, the chilly hills of Friuli, the windy beaches of Le Marche; and of
memorable people, diverse and vibrant wine artisans—from a disco-dancing vintner who bases his farming
on the rhythm of the moon to an obsessive prince who destroys his vineyards before his death so that his
grapes will never be used incorrectly.
Esposito’s luscious accounts of the wonderful food and wine that are so much a part of Italian life, and his
poignant and often hilarious stories of his relationships with his family and Italian friends, make Passion on
the Vine an utterly unique and enchanting work about Italy and its eternally seductive lifestyle.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Wright:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Passion on the Vine: A Memoir of Food, Wine, and Family in the Heart
of Italy book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer regarding Passion on the Vine: A Memoir of Food, Wine, and Family in the Heart
of Italy content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Passion on the
Vine: A Memoir of Food, Wine, and Family in the Heart of Italy is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?

Jess Cooke:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Passion on
the Vine: A Memoir of Food, Wine, and Family in the Heart of Italy, you are able to tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a reserve.

Charles Shrader:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Passion on the Vine: A Memoir of Food, Wine,
and Family in the Heart of Italy, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire
to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Jocelyn Lee:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to



entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Passion on
the Vine: A Memoir of Food, Wine, and Family in the Heart of Italy will give you new experience in reading
through a book.
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