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Desmond M. Clarke presents new translations of three of the first feminist tracts to support explicitly the
equality of the sexes. The alleged inferiority of women's nature and the corresponding roles that women were
(in)capable of exercising in society was debated in Western culture from the civilization of ancient Greece to
the establishment of early Christian churches. There had also been some proponents of women's superiority
(in comparison with men) prior to the early modern period. In contrast with both of these claims, the
seventeenth century witnessed the first publications that argued for the equality of men and women. Among
the most articulate and original defenders of that view were Marie le Jars de Gournay, Anna Maria van
Schurman, and Francois Poulain de la Barre. Gournay published The Equality of Men and Women in Paris in
1622, while one of her Dutch correspondents, Van Schurman, published in Latin her Dissertation in support
of women's education in 1641. Poulain wrote a radical Physical and Moral Discourse concerning the
Equality of Both Sexes in 1673, which he also published in Paris. These three feminist tracts transformed the
language and conceptual framework in which questions about women's equality or otherwise were
subsequently discussed. During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, anonymous plagiarized editions and
pirated translations of Poulain's work appeared in English, as 'vindications' of the rights of women. This
edition includes new translations, from French and Latin, of these three key texts, and excerpts from the
authors' related writings, together with an extensive introduction to the religious and philosophical context
within which they argued against the traditional view of women's natural inferiority to men.
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From reader reviews:

James Lightle:

The book The Equality of the Sexes: Three Feminist Texts of the Seventeenth Century can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book The
Equality of the Sexes: Three Feminist Texts of the Seventeenth Century? A few of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Equality of the Sexes: Three Feminist Texts of the
Seventeenth Century has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear
the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Omar Hinojosa:

This The Equality of the Sexes: Three Feminist Texts of the Seventeenth Century are reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Equality of the Sexes: Three
Feminist Texts of the Seventeenth Century can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Equality of the Sexes: Three
Feminist Texts of the Seventeenth Century forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

Steven Delorme:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a e-book. The book The Equality of the Sexes: Three Feminist Texts of the Seventeenth
Century it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people
were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy
the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund
but this book has high quality.

Jennifer Powell:

The reason? Because this The Equality of the Sexes: Three Feminist Texts of the Seventeenth Century is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such



amazing way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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