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Affirmative action continues to be one of the most hotly contested issues in America. Volatile and divisive,
the debates over its legitimacy have inspired a number of "reverse discrimination" suits in the federal courts.
Like the landmark 1978 Bakke decision, most of these have focused on preferential treatment given racial
minorities. In Johnson v. Santa Clara, however, the central issue was gender, not race discrimination, and the
Supreme Court's decision in that case marked a resounding victory for women in the work force.

Johnson v. Santa Clara involved two people who in 1980 competed for a dispatcher position with the
transportation department of Santa Clara County, California. Paul Johnson had more experience and slightly
higher test scores, but Diane Joyce was given the job based on affirmative action. An irate Johnson sued the
county and won, only to have the decision reversed in appellate court. That reversal was subsequently upheld
in the Supreme Court's 1987 decision, reaffirming that it was legitimate for employers to consider gender in
hiring.

Preeminent legal historian Melvin Urofsky proves an exemplary guide through the complexities of this case
as he takes us from the workplace through the various levels of our federal court system. Balancing the
particulars of the case with an overview of constitutional law and judicial process, he creates a model legal
history that is both appealing and enlightening for the non-scholar. Urofsky is especially good at highlighting
the fundamental human drama of this case and shows how Johnson and Joyce were simply ordinary people,
each with valid reasons for their actions, but both ultimately caught up in legal and social issues that reached
well beyond their own lives.

Affirmative Action on Trial pointedly addresses the issue of sex discrimination and the broader controversy
over the place of affirmative action in American society. The latter continues to generate headlines, like
those that followed the 1996 Supreme Court decision to let stand a lower-court ruling that race cannot be
used as a determination for admission to academic programs. More recently, several states have even taken
steps to end affirmative action altogether. While it's hard to tell how such actions will ultimately impact
affirmative action, there's no question that the rulings in cases like Johnson v. Santa Clara will continue to
guide and influence the debates both inside and outside the courtroom.
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From reader reviews:

Calvin Fischer:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of many ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this Affirmative Action on Trial: Sex Discrimination in Johnson v. Santa Clara (Landmark Law Cases and
American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society), you may tells your family, friends as well
as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

James Brown:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Affirmative Action on Trial: Sex Discrimination in Johnson v. Santa Clara (Landmark Law
Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get prior to. The Affirmative Action on Trial: Sex Discrimination in Johnson v.
Santa Clara (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society)
giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your
better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely
be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Benjamin Manno:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Affirmative Action on Trial: Sex Discrimination
in Johnson v. Santa Clara (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American
Society) was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Affirmative Action on
Trial: Sex Discrimination in Johnson v. Santa Clara (Landmark Law Cases and American Society)
(Landmark Law Cases & American Society) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So ,
not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose
the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.



Bertha Chang:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of
book Affirmative Action on Trial: Sex Discrimination in Johnson v. Santa Clara (Landmark Law Cases and
American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society). Contain your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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