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Musical sound has been central to heteromasculinist productions of nation and homeland, whether Chicano,
Tejano, Texan, Mexican, or American. If this assertion holds true, as Deborah R. Vargas suggests, then what
are we to make of those singers and musicians whose representations of gender and sexuality are
irreconcilable with canonical Chicano/Tejano music or what Vargas refers to as “la onda”? These are the
“dissonant divas” Vargas discusses, performers who stimulate our listening for alternative borderlands
imaginaries that are inaudible within the limits of “la onda.”

Dissonant Divas in Chicana Music focuses on the Texan monument of the Alamo and its association with
Rosita Fernandez; Tejano corrido folklore and its musical antithesis in Chelo Silva; the female accordion-
playing bodies of Ventura Alonza and Eva Ybarra as incompatible with the instrumental labor of conjunto
music; geography as national border, explored through the multiple national music scales negotiated by Eva
Garza; and racialized gender, viewed through Selena’s integration of black diasporic musical sound. Vargas
offers a feminist analysis of these figures’ contributions by advancing a notion of musical dissonance—a
dissonance that recognizes the complexity of gender, sexuality, and power within Chicana/o culture.

Incorporating ethnographic fieldwork, oral history, and archival research, Vargas’s study demonstrates how
these singers work together to explode the limits of Texan, Chicano, Tejano, Mexican, and American
identities.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Gabriel:

Typically the book Dissonant Divas in Chicana Music: The Limits of La Onda will bring you to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Dissonant Divas in Chicana Music: The Limits of La
Onda is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Shannon Thompson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Dissonant Divas in Chicana Music: The Limits of La Onda why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct
you to pick up this book.

Michael Becker:

This Dissonant Divas in Chicana Music: The Limits of La Onda is great publication for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Dissonant Divas in Chicana Music: The Limits of La Onda in your hand like keeping the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you
world in ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello Mr.
and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Jason Nimmons:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Dissonant Divas in Chicana Music: The Limits of
La Onda to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
idea about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and read
it. Beside that the guide Dissonant Divas in Chicana Music: The Limits of La Onda can to be your brand-
new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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