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Scholars have given increasing amounts of attention to the place of homosexuality in different periods of
English cultural and literary history. This book is a broad survey of representations of homosexuality in the
English theatre from the Renaissance to the late 19th century. It draws on scholarship from a wide range of
disciplines, including sociology, history, psychology, literature, and drama. The first chapter provides a
background for the book by discussing the nature of same-sex behavior in the ancient and medieval worlds.
The chapters that follow discuss such topics as sodomy and transvestite theatre in the Renaisssance; female
transvestism on the English stage during the 17th century; bisexuality in 18th-century drama; the rise of
English homophobia and the proliferation of lesbian relationships in England between 1745 and 1790; the
homophobic context of English theatre during the Romantic Movement (1790-1835); and the rebirth of
interest in Greek thought and its associations with same-sex poetry, drama, and pornography in the Victorian
era (1840-1900).

Scholars have given increasing amounts of attention to the place of homosexuality in English literature and
culture. Dramatic works are a reflection of cultural issues, and thus they sometimes treat homosexual subject
matter. But because plays are enacted, they also represent homosexual concerns through staging conventions,
such as the use of young boys to play female roles during the Renaissance. While some scholars have
examined homosexuality in particular plays, this volume is a broad survey of the representation of same-sex
relationships on the English stage from the Renaissance to the close of the 19th century. It draws on
scholarship from a wide range of fields, including sociology, history, psychology, literature, and drama to
provide a sweeping, multidisciplinary account of homosexuality and English Drama.

Modern drama has its roots largely in the Renaissance, and Renaissance drama, in turn, drew heavily from
classical culture and medieval dramatic traditions. Thus the first chapter of the book provides a background
discussion of same-sex behavior in the ancient and medieval worlds. The chapters that follow discuss such
topics as sodomy and transvestite theatre in the Renaissance; female transvestism on the English stage during
the 17th century; bisexuality in 18th-century drama; the rise of English homophobia and the proliferation of
lesbian relationships in England between 1745 and 1790; the homophobic context of English theatre during
the Romantic Movement (1790-1835); and the rebirth of interest in Greek thought and its associations with
same-sex poetry, drama, and pornography in the Victorian era (1840-1900). The playwrights discussed
include major figures such as Marlowe, Shakespeare, Jonson, Shelley, and Wilde, along with less frequently
read authors such as John Marston, Thomas Dekker, and Barnabe Barnes.
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From reader reviews:

Irene Weinstein:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual?
If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question
because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Homosexualities in the English Theatre:
From Lyly to Wilde (Contributions in Drama and Theatre Studies) to read.

Irene Gonzales:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular
Homosexualities in the English Theatre: From Lyly to Wilde (Contributions in Drama and Theatre Studies)
book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Robert Araiza:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Homosexualities in the English Theatre: From Lyly to Wilde (Contributions in
Drama and Theatre Studies) book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that
want to deliver to you. The writer regarding Homosexualities in the English Theatre: From Lyly to Wilde
(Contributions in Drama and Theatre Studies) content conveys the thought easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So
, do you still thinking Homosexualities in the English Theatre: From Lyly to Wilde (Contributions in Drama
and Theatre Studies) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Nathaniel Mitchell:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find book that
need more time to be examine. Homosexualities in the English Theatre: From Lyly to Wilde (Contributions
in Drama and Theatre Studies) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those
short extra time problems.
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