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Known as “one of the most complex and unusual texts in Arabic literature” (Banipal Magazine), The Epistle
of Forgiveness is the lengthy reply by the prolific Syrian poet and prose writer, Abu l-'Ala' al-Ma'arri (d. 449
H/1057 AD), to a letter by an obscure grammarian, Ibn al-Qari. With biting irony, The Epistle of Forgiveness
mocks Ibn al-Qari’s hypocrisy and sycophancy by imagining he has died and arrived with some difficulty in
Heaven, where he meets famous poets and philologists from the past. In al-Maarri’s imaginative telling, Ibn
al-Qari also glimpses Hell and converses with the Devil and various heretics.
 
Al-Ma'arri—a maverick, a vegan, and often branded a heretic himself—seems to mock popular ideas about
the Hereafter. Among other things, he introduces us to hypocrites, poets, princes, rebels, mystics, and
apostates, with asides on piety, superstition, wine-drinking, old age, and other topics. This remarkable book
is the first complete translation of this masterpiece into any language, all the more impressive because of Al-
Ma'arri's highly ornate and difficult style, his use of rhymed prose, and his numerous obscure words and
expressions. Replete with erudite commentary, amusing anecdotes, and sardonic wit, The Epistle of
Forgiveness is an imaginative tour-de-force by one of the most pre-eminent figures in classical Arabic
literature.
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From reader reviews:

William Devine:

This The Epistle of Forgiveness: Volumes One and Two (Library of Arabic Literature) book is just not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book
will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual
read a lot of information you will get. That The Epistle of Forgiveness: Volumes One and Two (Library of
Arabic Literature) without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Epistle of Forgiveness: Volumes One and Two (Library of Arabic
Literature) can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Epistle of Forgiveness:
Volumes One and Two (Library of Arabic Literature) having great arrangement in word and layout, so you
will not feel uninterested in reading.

Lisa Potter:

This The Epistle of Forgiveness: Volumes One and Two (Library of Arabic Literature) are usually reliable
for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Epistle of Forgiveness:
Volumes One and Two (Library of Arabic Literature) can be one of the great books you must have is giving
you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that might be will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-
book and printed types. Beside that this The Epistle of Forgiveness: Volumes One and Two (Library of
Arabic Literature) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial
run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Carrie Mathis:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is usually The Epistle of Forgiveness: Volumes One and Two (Library of Arabic Literature).

Fern Gooding:

Beside this kind of The Epistle of Forgiveness: Volumes One and Two (Library of Arabic Literature) in your
phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Epistle of Forgiveness: Volumes One and Two
(Library of Arabic Literature) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book



but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want
to miss that? Find this book and also read it from currently!
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