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The Saint in the Banyan Tree is a nuanced and historically persuasive exploration of Christianity’s
remarkable trajectory as a social and cultural force in southern India. Starting in the seventeenth century,
when the religion was integrated into Tamil institutions of caste and popular religiosity, this study moves
into the twentieth century, when Christianity became an unexpected source of radical transformation for the
country’s ‘untouchables’ (dalits). Mosse shows how caste was central to the way in which categories of
‘religion’ and ‘culture’ were formed and negotiated in missionary encounters, and how the social and
semiotic possibilities of Christianity lead to a new politic of equal rights in South India. Skillfully combining
archival research with anthropological fieldwork, this book examines the full cultural impact of Christianity
on Indian religious, social and political life. Connecting historical ethnography to the preoccupations of
priests and Jesuit social activists, Mosse throws new light on the contemporary nature of caste, conversion,
religious synthesis, secularization, dalit politics, the inherent tensions of religious pluralism, and the struggle
for recognition among subordinated people.
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From reader reviews:

John Townsend:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve The Saint in the Banyan Tree: Christianity and
Caste Society in India (The Anthropology of Christianity) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought
like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Luke Shaffer:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Saint in the Banyan Tree:
Christianity and Caste Society in India (The Anthropology of Christianity). All type of book are you able to
see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Lisa Martin:

The event that you get from The Saint in the Banyan Tree: Christianity and Caste Society in India (The
Anthropology of Christianity) is the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the
more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Saint in
the Banyan Tree: Christianity and Caste Society in India (The Anthropology of Christianity) giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone
who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of The Saint in the Banyan Tree:
Christianity and Caste Society in India (The Anthropology of Christianity) instantly.

Margarita Culbertson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims The Saint in
the Banyan Tree: Christianity and Caste Society in India (The Anthropology of Christianity).
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