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This book takes a fresh look at secondary urban English classrooms and at what happens when students and
their teachers explore literature collaboratively. By closely examining what happens in English lessons,
minute by minute, it reveals how literary texts function not as a valorised heritage to be transmitted, but as a
resource for the students’ work of cultural production and contestation.

The reading that is undertaken in classrooms has tended to be construed as either a poor substitute or merely
a preparation for other reading, particularly for that paradigmatic literacy event, the absorbed and
simultaneously discriminating consumption of the literary text by the independent, private reader. This book
argues for a different understanding of what constitutes reading, an understanding that is informed by
historical and ethnographic perspectives and by psychological and semiotic theory. It presents the case for a
conception of reading as an active, collaborative process of meaning-making and for a fully social model of
learning. Drawing extensively on data gathered through classroom observation and filming of English
lessons taught over the course of a year by two teachers in a London secondary school, the book explores
students’ engagement with literary texts and the pedagogy that facilitates this engagement.

The book offers new insights into reading, and reading literature in particular. It challenges the paradigm of
reading that is offered in government policy and the assumption, common to much work within the field of
‘new literacies’, that ‘schooled literacy’ is the already-known, the default, against which the alternative
literacy practices of homes and communities can be defined. It will be valuable reading for researchers,
teachers, teacher educators and postgraduate students, and will have particular appeal for those with an
interest in the fields of English studies and literacy.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Long:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they get because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading through a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you should have this The Social Construction of Meaning: Reading literature in urban English
classrooms (Routledge Research in Education).

Ana Jara:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title The Social
Construction of Meaning: Reading literature in urban English classrooms (Routledge Research in Education)
suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Social
Construction of Meaning: Reading literature in urban English classrooms (Routledge Research in
Education)is the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired
many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever
know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Christopher Patterson:

The Social Construction of Meaning: Reading literature in urban English classrooms (Routledge Research in
Education) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because
this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every
word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Social Construction of Meaning: Reading literature in urban
English classrooms (Routledge Research in Education) yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader
the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information
could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Michael Walsh:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This e-book The Social Construction of Meaning: Reading literature in urban
English classrooms (Routledge Research in Education) was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare
time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has different feel when they



reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the
modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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