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Why and how did Korean religious groups respond to growing rural poverty, social dislocation, and the
corrosion of culture caused by forces of modernization under strict Japanese colonial rule (1910–1945)?
Questions about religion's relationship and response to capitalism, industrialization, urbanization, and
secularization lie at the heart of understanding the intersection between colonialism, religion, and modernity
in Korea. Yet, getting answers to these questions has been a challenge because of narrow historical
investigations that fail to study religious processes in relation to political, economic, social, and cultural
developments. In Building a Heaven on Earth, Albert L. Park studies the progressive drives by religious
groups to contest standard conceptions of modernity and forge a heavenly kingdom on the Korean peninsula
to relieve people from fierce ruptures in their everyday lives. The results of his study will reconfigure the
debates on colonial modernity, the origins of faith-based social activism in Korea, and the role of religion in
a modern world.

Building a Heaven on Earth, in particular, presents a compelling story about the determination of the Young
Men's Christian Association (YMCA), the Presbyterian Church, and the Ch'?ndogyo to carry out large-scale
rural movements to form a paradise on earth anchored in religion, agriculture, and a pastoral life. It is a
transnational story of leaders from these three groups leaning on ideas and systems from countries, such as
Denmark, France, Japan, and the United States, to help them reform political, economic, social, and cultural
structures in colonial Korea. This book shows that these religious institutions provided discursive and
material frameworks that allowed for an alternative form of modernity that featured new forms of agency,
social organization, and the nation. In so doing, Building a Heaven on Earth repositions our understandings
of modern Korean history.
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From reader reviews:

Irving Hansen:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Building a Heaven on Earth: Religion, Activism, and Protest in
Japanese Occupied Korea. Try to make the book Building a Heaven on Earth: Religion, Activism, and
Protest in Japanese Occupied Korea as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel
alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let
me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Shawn Marsh:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
man? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
simply because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Building a Heaven on Earth:
Religion, Activism, and Protest in Japanese Occupied Korea to read.

Sarah Farmer:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Building a Heaven
on Earth: Religion, Activism, and Protest in Japanese Occupied Korea is our recommendation to help you
keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Jeremy Bryant:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Building a Heaven on Earth: Religion, Activism, and
Protest in Japanese Occupied Korea can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book
you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We
need to have Building a Heaven on Earth: Religion, Activism, and Protest in Japanese Occupied Korea.
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