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In the spring of 1846 James K. Polk announced that the Mexican Army had invaded United States territory
and had “shed American blood upon the American soil.” This political rhetoric, as Glenn W. Price
establishes in Origins of the War with Mexico: The Polk-Stockton Intrigue, is part of the myth of American
innocence. It represents the “internal contradiction between professed values and patterns of action,”
perpetuated by American historical writing that emphasizes national consequences of the acquisition of
foreign territory and minimizes both its international significance and the importance of the diplomatic and
military methods used.

A conflict with Mexico, leading to territorial expansion of the United States, was not unwanted. California
was Polk’s prime objective from the beginning of his administration, and this Mexican province was to be
acquired by conquest in a war initiated on the Texas-Mexican border. To this end Polk sent several agents to
Texas, but the man at the center of the war intrigue was Commodore Robert F. Stockton, independently
wealthy, prominent in politics, and the head of great business enterprises.

Sufficient evidence exists to substantiate in every important particular the steps in Polk’s path of intrigue: his
attempts to bribe Mexican officials; his efforts to encourage revolutionary forces in the Mexican provinces;
his use of the threat of force to frighten Mexico into selling California; his attempt to initiate a war by proxy
through the government of Texas and Anson Jones.

If Polk was unwilling to assume responsibility for aggressive war, Stockton was not; he arrived in Galveston
with a squadron of naval vessels in May of 1845, prepared to finance an army of three thousand men from
his personal funds to avoid the overt involvement of the government of the United States. But, says Price, for
all the internationally dangerous implications of such a maneuver, the two men who played the chief roles in
the war intrigue of 1845 are representative in their written and spoken expression of faith in American
righteousness of action and in the American tradition of the divine mission.

Based on extensive research into the written and spoken words of the people who were involved, directly and
indirectly, in the events, this analysis (which will be considered revisionist) of the origins of the War with
Mexico is the result of the kind of objective approach to national history for which the author makes a plea in
his preface and conclusion and in his interpretive comments throughout the work. The historian, Price
believes, “has the extraordinary advantage of being able to examine mankind from that distance and
elevation and detachment which so often reveals, as it is designed to reveal, the gulf between pretension and
performance.”
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From reader reviews:

Karen Keegan:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question
mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this Origins of the War with Mexico: The
Polk-Stockton Intrigue to read.

Winnie Logan:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you that Origins of the War with
Mexico: The Polk-Stockton Intrigue book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

John Davis:

The particular book Origins of the War with Mexico: The Polk-Stockton Intrigue will bring someone to the
new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Origins of the War with Mexico: The Polk-
Stockton Intrigue is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so
you can easier to read the book.

Joyce Williams:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option
to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should
read. If you want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Origins of the War with Mexico: The
Polk-Stockton Intrigue can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.
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