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Is music property? Under what circumstances can music be stolen? Such questions lie at the heart of Joanna
Demers’s timely look at how overzealous intellectual property (IP) litigation both stifles and stimulates
musical creativity. A musicologist, industry consultant, and musician, Demers dissects works that have
brought IP issues into the mainstream culture, such as DJ Danger Mouse’s “Grey Album” and Mike Batt’s
homage-gone-wrong to John Cage’s silent composition “4’33.” Demers also discusses such artists as Ice
Cube, DJ Spooky, and John Oswald, whose creativity is sparked by their defiant circumvention of licensing
and copyright issues.

Demers is concerned about the fate of transformative appropriation—the creative process by which artists
and composers borrow from, and respond to, other musical works. In the United States, only two elements of
music are eligible for copyright protection: the master recording and the composition (lyrics and melody)
itself. Harmony, rhythm, timbre, and other qualities that make a piece distinctive are virtually unregulated.
This two-tiered system had long facilitated transformative appropriation while prohibiting blatant forms of
theft. The advent of digital file sharing and the specter of global piracy changed everything, says Demers.
Now, record labels and publishers are broadening the scope of IP “infringement” to include allusive
borrowing in all forms: sampling, celebrity impersonation—even Girl Scout campfire sing-alongs.

Paying exorbitant licensing fees or risking even harsher penalties for unauthorized borrowing have become
the only options for some musicians. Others, however, creatively sidestep not only the law but also the very
infrastructure of the music industry. Moving easily between techno and classical, between corporate
boardrooms and basement recording studios, Demers gives us new ways to look at the tension between IP
law, musical meaning and appropriation, and artistic freedom.
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From reader reviews:

William Nix:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question since just
their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on guardería until university need this particular Steal This Music: How Intellectual Property Law
Affects Musical Creativity to read.

Charles Siegrist:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be consider any time
those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Steal This Music: How Intellectual Property Law Affects
Musical Creativity as the daily resource information.

David Bruce:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This reserve Steal This Music: How Intellectual Property Law Affects Musical Creativity was
filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people
has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Jack Lacasse:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose
the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of book
Steal This Music: How Intellectual Property Law Affects Musical Creativity. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other
place.
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