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Modern Navajo tribal government originated in 1923 solely to approve oil leases. From that beginning, the
responsibilities and functions of tribal government expanded, fostering economic and political changes that
brought the Diné people into closer contact with their Anglo neighbors. As tribal government undertook
more projects, the revenue from oil and natural gas leases became key parts of the Navajo Nation’s finances.

This book is an ethnohistory of the changes wrought by oil. The economic development spurred by oil leases
is a cautionary tale in the transition from a subsistence to a capitalist economy. The federal stock reduction
program imposed in the 1930s and 1940s devastated the Navajo agricultural economy and altered family
structure. Women had owned and cared for the sheep and goat herds which were now reduced in number by
hundreds of thousands. Oil did offer some wage work, but only for men who dug trenches, laid pipe, or
drove trucks. Following the end of World War II as the millions of dollars generated annually from oil and
gas leases became available to the impoverished Navajo Nation, inter-clan squabbles erupted over uses for
the money. Navajo was set against Navajo in disputes over lifeways and identity of the Diné people. This
book is also an assessment of the price the land and culture of the Navajo ultimately paid for oil. Sadly,
greater involvement in Anglo society meant! less reverence for the land and sacred sites of the Diné.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Smith:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Under Sacred Ground: A History of
Navajo Oil, 1922-1982 will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with
you?

Troy Harlow:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor
has to answer that question mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is
familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of
Under Sacred Ground: A History of Navajo Oil, 1922-1982 to read.

Michelle Morrow:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Under Sacred Ground: A
History of Navajo Oil, 1922-1982 book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Rose Engle:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Under Sacred
Ground: A History of Navajo Oil, 1922-1982 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know
world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all
you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick Under Sacred Ground: A History
of Navajo Oil, 1922-1982 become your own starter.
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