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"Property rights" and "Russia" do not usually belong in the same sentence. Rather, our general image of the
nation is of insecurity of private ownership and defenselessness in the face of the state. Many scholars have
attributed Russia’s long-term development problems to a failure to advance property rights for the modern
age and blamed Russian intellectuals for their indifference to the issues of ownership. A Public Empire
refutes this widely shared conventional wisdom and analyzes the emergence of Russian property regimes
from the time of Catherine the Great through World War I and the revolutions of 1917. Most importantly, A
Public Empire shows the emergence of the new practices of owning "public things" in imperial Russia and
the attempts of Russian intellectuals to reconcile the security of property with the ideals of the common
good.

The book analyzes how the belief that certain objects—rivers, forests, minerals, historical monuments, icons,
and Russian literary classics—should accede to some kind of public status developed in Russia in the mid-
nineteenth century. Professional experts and liberal politicians advocated for a property reform that aimed at
exempting public things from private ownership, while the tsars and the imperial government employed the
rhetoric of protecting the sanctity of private property and resisted attempts at its limitation.

Exploring the Russian ways of thinking about property, A Public Empire looks at problems of state reform
and the formation of civil society, which, as the book argues, should be rethought as a process of
constructing "the public" through the reform of property rights.
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From reader reviews:

Herman Nelson:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book A Public Empire: Property and the Quest
for the Common Good in Imperial Russia will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort
of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you
in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Lee Flynn:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this A Public Empire: Property and the
Quest for the Common Good in Imperial Russia book since this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Michael Thompson:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot
of new data. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this A
Public Empire: Property and the Quest for the Common Good in Imperial Russia, you are able to tells your
family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading
a publication.

Albertha Lemons:

The actual book A Public Empire: Property and the Quest for the Common Good in Imperial Russia has a lot
info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read
you can get the point easily after looking over this book.
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