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How the West Was Written is published to celebrate the centenary of James H. Gray's birth. He was born on
31 August 1906.

James H. Gray was the first Canadian social historian to tackle such previously taboo subjects as the sex
lives and boozing habits of the early settlers. His books were on the national and Toronto Star bestseller lists
before those of Pierre Berton and have since become classics of Canadian literature. Gray's Red Lights on the
Prairies stunned readers with its straight-forward approach to prostitution on the prairies and was named one
of the one hundred most important Canadian books of all time by the Literary Review of Canada.

In this first-ever biography of Gray, Brian Brennan covers aspects of the Gray story including:

His early, poverty-stricken years during WWI in Winnipeg.●

His working career as an office boy, brokerage firm employee and budding entrepreneur and gambler who●

invested in racehorses, a candy business that went broke, and a miniature golf course.
His 12-year career with the Free Press where he "could write like hell and was afraid of no one," which●

ended abruptly when he bebecame the "only reporter in history to be fired as a result of policy
disagreement with his editor".
How he accepted a public relations job at Home Oil to promote a Canadian pipeline project and, when that●

project evaporated, redirected his energies into writing best-selling histories that produced sales of 400,000
and brought the high-school dropout three honorary doctorates, the Order of Canada, and the Pierre Berton
Award for distinguished achievement in popularizing Canadian history.

Brennan draws on information gleaned from interviews with Gray family members and associates, from
Gray's books, his newspaper articles, research papers, correspondence and diaries. Brennan covers the Gray
story with engaging wit and impressive authority.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Cruce:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled How the West Was Written: The Life and
Times of James H. Gray can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Virginia Cherry:

Beside this kind of How the West Was Written: The Life and Times of James H. Gray in your phone, it may
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have How the West Was Written: The Life and Times of James H. Gray because
this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what
it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it?
Find this book and also read it from today!

Tanya Minor:

This How the West Was Written: The Life and Times of James H. Gray is completely new way for you who
has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading
this How the West Was Written: The Life and Times of James H. Gray can be the light food for you because
the information inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form
which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading
a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't
miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.

Dexter Forsyth:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book How the West Was Written:
The Life and Times of James H. Gray to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy
to see it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to



open up a book and examine it. Beside that the book How the West Was Written: The Life and Times of
James H. Gray can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing
of their time.
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