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Putting the Barn Before the House features the voices and viewpoints of women born before World War I
who lived on family farms in south-central New York. As she did in her previous book, Bonds of
Community, for an earlier period in history, Grey Osterud explores the flexible and varied ways that families
shared labor and highlights the strategies of mutuality that women adopted to ensure they had a say in family
decision making. Sharing and exchanging work also linked neighboring households and knit the community
together. Indeed, the culture of cooperation that women espoused laid the basis for the formation of
cooperatives that enabled these dairy farmers to contest the power of agribusiness and obtain better returns
for their labor. Osterud recounts this story through the words of the women and men who lived it and
carefully explores their views about gender, labor, and power, which offered an alternative to the ideas that
prevailed in American society.

Most women saw "putting the barn before the house"-investing capital and labor in productive operations
rather than spending money on consumer goods or devoting time to mere housework-as a necessary and
rational course for families who were determined to make a living on the land and, if possible, to pass on
viable farms to the next generation. Some women preferred working outdoors to what seemed to them the
thankless tasks of urban housewives, while others worked off the farm to support the family. Husbands and
wives, as well as parents and children, debated what was best and negotiated over how to allocate their
limited labor and capital and plan for an uncertain future. Osterud tells the story of an agricultural
community in transition amid an industrializing age with care and skill.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Murphy:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this Putting the Barn Before the House:
Women and Family Farming in Early Twentieth-Century New York book as beginning and daily reading
book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Mildred Patton:

The actual book Putting the Barn Before the House: Women and Family Farming in Early Twentieth-
Century New York has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book
was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this
book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Michael Johnson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Putting the Barn Before the House:
Women and Family Farming in Early Twentieth-Century New York guide written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger
then you still hesitation Putting the Barn Before the House: Women and Family Farming in Early Twentieth-
Century New York as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can
break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on
your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Amy Terrell:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Putting the Barn Before the House: Women and Family Farming in Early
Twentieth-Century New York this reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now.
This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain
it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this
book appropriate all of you.
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